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Grant to Help Children Stay Off Drugs

in Cleburne County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $43,390 to encourage troubled youths to stay away from drugs in Cleburne County.  The county commission will use the grant to fund programs designed to help children say no to drugs and reduce violent behaviors.

“It is essential that we guide children to become productive and viable members of society,” Riley said.  “I commend Cleburne County officials for reaching out to children and their parents and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The Cleburne County Juvenile Probation Office will implement the Parent Project which is designed to teach parents how to identify, prevent and handle destructive behaviors such as drug abuse and violence in children. The program also helps teens cope with peer pressure, reduce school truancy and improve social skills.

The county will also utilize the Locate, Intervene, Network and Change Independent Decision program.  Sixth, seventh and eight graders participating in this program can receive discounts from local businesses by signing a pledge to be drug-free.  Also, children and their families will be assessed to identify specific problems and to develop a plan to address those problems.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Ryan Robertson, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  Local funds of $21,695 have been committed to the project.
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