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Riley Awards Grant to Help Jefferson County Teens 

Stay Off Drugs

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $35,000 to establish a center in Birmingham to help prevent substance abuse and violence among teens. The Family Guidance Center of Alabama will use the funds to establish the service at the Center for Families of Jefferson County.

The center will be a place for teens to gather, share information and learn skills that will help them mature into drug-free adults.  These skills include living responsibly, setting goals and making good decisions.

“This program will empower teens with the tools to resist drug use and become productive members of society,” Riley said.  “I commend the efforts of the Family Guidance Center and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The center will implement drug abuse and violence prevention programs to support its mission of eliminating substance dependencies among teens.  The life skills training curriculum will teach drug resistance, self-management and social skills, and the community works curriculum will teach the importance of interacting with the community and understanding crime and crime prevention.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Sue Barrett, center director of family services, that the grant had been approved.
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