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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Child Literacy through the Arts

in Escambia County

MONTGOMERY—In the coming year, children in Brewton will not only be hearing music, they will be able to read about it as well.  Alabama State University will use a $35,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley to utilize the arts in teaching third and fourth graders to read at Brewton Elementary School.

The Southern Normal campus of ASU in Brewton will offer after-school tutoring to 50 pupils through the Learning to Read Through the Arts literacy program.  Tutors will use music, dance, drama and visual arts to improve reading skills and increase the likelihood that the children will stay in school.  The program will also help children by motivating critical thinking and developing self-esteem.

“Research has shown that the arts can play a critical role in helping children learn to read and succeed in school,” Riley said.  “I commend Alabama State University and support its efforts to help children to lead happy, successful lives.”

Tutors will work with pupils three days a week after school.  The program also will offer a theatre and arts program to children on Saturday mornings which is expected to further decrease the likelihood of antisocial behavior and the recreational use of alcohol and drugs.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Dr. Joe A. Lee, ASU president, that the grant had been approved.
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