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Riley Awards Grant to Help Northwest Alabama 
Children Live Drug-Free 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $30,000 to the Northwest Alabama Mental Health Center in Jasper to prevent student use of alcohol, tobacco and marijuana.  The center will use the grant to teach the Too Good for Drugs curriculum to children in Fayette, Lamar, Marion, Walker and Winston counties.

“It is vital that we teach our children about the dangers of drug abuse,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of the Northwest Alabama Mental Health Center to help these children say no to drugs.”

Too Good for Drugs will be implemented in area schools and taught to pupils in grades K-12.  The program comprises skill-building lessons that are appropriate to each grade level.  The curriculum covers subjects such as goal setting, resistance to peer pressure, personal responsibility, healthy ways to handle stress and the consequences of drug use.
The program also involves parents and includes “home workouts” that promote discussion and reinforcement of concepts and skills pupils learn in the classroom. Parent newsletters are also utilized to encourage children to share what they have learned from the program with their families.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Skip Newman, center executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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