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Grant to Help Jefferson County Students 

Refrain from Drugs and Violence
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $25,000 grant to the Jefferson County Commission to support a sheriff’s department program to teach students about the dangers of drugs and violence.

“Law enforcement officers can be positive role models and mentors for young people,” Riley said.  “This program builds trust in officers and helps young people understand how vital it is to avoid drugs and violence.”

A portion of the funds will be used to train deputies to work in schools.  Training will include public speaking skills and community-oriented policing strategies.  Trained deputies earn certification to teach various substance abuse prevention programs to students countywide.  Some of the funds will be used to purchase workbooks and supplies for classroom instruction. 

The remaining funds will be used for overtime pay to deputies who become actively involved in athletic events, plays, proms and other school activities.  Deputies may also work overtime preparing for classroom instruction and planning field trips.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified commission president Larry Langford that the grant had been approved.
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