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Governor Awards Funds to Improve Safety
on Central Alabama Roads

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $22,580 to the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham to reduce automobile crashes, injuries and deaths in six central Alabama counties.  

The commission will distribute the funds from one grant to law enforcement agencies to purchase modern and reliable equipment for the enforcement of traffic laws.  The other grant will be used to purchase child restraints to provide to the public at fitting stations and during checkup events.

“We all want our children to be as safe as possible on Alabama’s roads,” Riley said. “We also want to be certain our law enforcement officers are well-equipped to ensure that drivers are safely operating vehicles.”

Law enforcement agencies will purchase speed detection devices, digital cameras, traffic wands and other equipment.  The funds were awarded as part of an incentive program tied to past participation and performance in the Click-It-or-Ticket campaign.  The equipment is expected to help officers reduce instances of speeding, drunken driving and other dangerous traffic violations in Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair and Walker counties.

Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grants from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Larry Watts, commission executive director, that the grants had been approved.
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