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Riley Awards $15,000 to Improve Escambia County Jail Security

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $15,000 grant to Escambia County to enhance safety and security at the county jail through the purchase of a security camera system.


“Corrections officers need reliable equipment to adequately monitor inmates and maintain order,” Riley said.  “I support the efforts of Escambia County officials to improve security and increase safety at the detention facility.”

County officials say the current black-and-white video system has too few cameras resulting in “blind spots” which must be patrolled by officers.  More cameras will save time and money by reducing the need for patrols and enabling one officer to monitor virtually the entire jail.  

The new system will provide color video that is clearer and more useful in the prosecution of cases involving illegal activity.  The system will include digital recording and 30-day video storage capability.  Local matching funds of at least $1,666 have been committed to the project.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified commission chairman Larry White that the grant had been approved.
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