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Riley Awards $13,050 for Riverside Police Equipment

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $13,050 grant to the town of Riverside to enhance public safety through the purchase of communications equipment for the town’s police department.


“Law enforcement officers need modern and reliable equipment to adequately protect and serve their communities,” Riley said.  “I support the work of Riverside police officers to improve the protection of residents.”

Currently, Riverside police officers share a radio frequency with the Pell City police department.  Police officials say emergency and service calls to the two departments have increased 300 percent in the last 10 years.  The immense radio traffic caused by so many calls has delayed officers’ response times.

The new Riverside system will allow police officers in both municipalities to provide timely protection to citizens.  The decrease in radio traffic will ensure increased safety for officers.  Local matching funds of $1,450 have been committed to the project.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Melvin H. Forrester that the grant had been approved.
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