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Riley Awards $93,766 to Hale County Program 

to Reduce Student Dropout Rates  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley awarded a $93,766 grant for a program that encourages Hale County students to finish high school.

 The Practicing Alternatives to Change Hale Educational Services program reaches students who are likely to drop out of school or be expelled or suspended. Students are enrolled in the PATCHES program when they first show signs of self-destructive behavior.

“This program provides guidance for juveniles and furnishes their parents with the necessary resources and support to ensure their child stays in school and receives an education,” Riley said. “I commend Hale County officials for their diligence in working with families to help troubled youth.”

PATCHES offers a five-step program that helps juveniles gain self-confidence, explore careers, perform volunteer and community services and provides in-home consultations for parents. The HERO Family Resource Center is sponsoring the program and will contribute resources for its operations.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Eva Bryant-Greene, program project director, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grant through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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