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Riley Awards $31,234 to Reduce Juvenile Crime 

and Student Drop-out Rate in Escambia County 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $31,234 grant for a program that makes juvenile offenders more accountable for their crimes and encourages them to overcome their problems and complete their education.

The program, which serves as an alternative to suspending or expelling students from school, is aimed at motivating students to remain in school.

“Students who drop out of school are likely candidates to commit crimes and cost taxpayers money through their involvement with the court and corrections systems,” Riley said.  “This program gives students a second chance and encourages them to become productive members of society.”

The suspension deferral program provides juveniles with specialized counseling not only to enable them accept responsibility for their behavior, but helps them refrain from committing additional offenses. Juvenile offenders are required to meet with victims and they are also required to do community service work or obtain a job as a means to make restitution to the victim or the community.  Students can make up unexcused school absences by performing community service work.

According to Escambia County school officials, 95 percent of the students who quit school have a history of suspensions or unexcused absences.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Melvin Powell, superintendent of the Escambia County Board of Education, that the grant had been approved.


Riley awarded the grant from funding made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division is administering the grant.
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