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Cullman County Receives $23,586 to Continue Juvenile Program

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $23,586 to the Cullman County Commission to continue the Juvenile Accountability Weekend Services program that helps reduce youth-related crime and violence in the county.


JAWS was developed as a way to hold juveniles on probation accountable for their behavior not only at school or work but also on weeknights and weekends.  Since its inception in 1999, the percentage of juvenile probation offenses such as curfew violations and positive drug and alcohol tests have decreased.

“It is essential to the safety of Alabamians that we monitor juvenile offenders and keep them from one day becoming adult offenders,” Riley said.  “I commend Cullman County officials for their efforts to strengthen their juvenile programs and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

Off duty law enforcement officials and probation officers make unannounced visits to check if juveniles are in compliance with their court restrictions.  Officers determine whether the juveniles are home by their curfew and administer drug and alcohol screenings.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Commission Chairman Brenda Howell that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $2,620 have been committed to the program.
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