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Riley Awards $25,363 for Youth Program

in Colbert and Lauderdale Counties

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $25,363 to continue “Healthy Minds,” a mental health program for troubled and abused youth in Colbert and Lauderdale counties.  The program provides crisis counseling, mental health assessment and group counseling for youth, ages 10-18.

 “Children who have been abused and those who have gone astray need help to redirect their lives,” Riley said.  “This program is designed to change the direction of young lives, and I am pleased to provide this financial support.”

The Colbert-Lauderdale Attention Home, which helps troubled and abused children stay out of detention and other institutionalized settings, operates a home for boys in Sheffield and a girls home in Florence.  “Healthy Minds” reduces recidivism and increases the likelihood that juvenile offenders will return home and maintain good mental health.

Children are placed in the facilities because they have committed a juvenile offense, have been abused or neglected, have used drugs or are in need a “cooling off” period due to domestic conflicts.  Many of the children have been traumatized and need crisis counseling, mental health assessment and group counseling.

The program works in conjunction with parents, guardians and agencies that have oversight of the children, such as courts, juvenile probation officers, school guidance counselors and the Department of Human Resources.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Teresa Robertson, Executive Director of the Colbert-Lauderdale Attention Home, that he had approved the grant.
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