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Riley Awards $30,000 to Promote Carpooling in Birmingham Area 

MONTGOMERY— While a mass-transit system for the Birmingham metropolitan area is still in the planning stages, there is something commuters can do now to save time, gas, money and improve the environment – carpool. 

Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $30,000 grant to Applied Research Center of Alabama in Birmingham to encourage motorists to ride together to and from work. The governor said carpooling not only cuts travel expenses for motorists, it also results in cleaner air and safer highways by reducing the number of vehicles on the roads.

“With the increase in the cost of fuel, it makes more sense than ever to carpool.” said Riley. “Nowhere in Alabama is that opportunity more available than in Birmingham and the surrounding metropolitan area which has the largest number of commuters in the state.”

Funds will be used to promote the advantages of carpooling and will cite the economic, energy-saving, safety and environmental benefits. The campaign is being funded and coordinated through ARCA, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs and the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham. 

According to data collected in 2002, 86 percent of Jefferson County motorists drive alone to work but only 10 percent participate in carpooling. Approximately 1 percent get to work by bus, rail or some other form of mass transportation. Birmingham area officials have been discussing a mass transit system, but note a workable system will take time and money.  

ADECA Director John Harrison notified ARCA Executive Director Phillip R. Wiedmeyer that the grant had been approved. ADECA’s Science, Technology and Energy Division is administering the grant. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state from the U.S. Department of Energy. 
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