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Riley Awards $31,404 to Reduce Juvenile Crime in Autauga County
 MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley awarded a $31,404 grant for a community-based, youth-run program in Autauga County aimed at reducing juvenile delinquency and making juveniles accountable for their offenses.
Funds will be used to continue the Autauga County Teen Court program. The program enables non-violent juvenile offenders to be judged and, if found guilty, sentenced by a court of their peers.

“This program not only provides relief to an overcrowded court system, it also helps youths see that the offenses they committed are not acceptable even by people of their own age,” Riley said. “I commend Autauga County officials for this innovative program and I am pleased to provide these funds.”

Nearly 150 cases have been heard since the juvenile court was established in 1998. Juveniles guilty of misdemeanor crimes have been sentenced to perform 1,663 hours of community service, issued more than 200 personal or written apologies to victims or parents and written 84 essays. Other sentences issued by the teen court include mandating school attendance, ordering tours of juvenile boot camps and requiring juveniles to take education programs or receive counseling.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Clyde Chambliss, chairman of the Autauga County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Autauga County officials have pledged $3,489 in local matching funds for the program.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. ADECA ‘s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division is administering the grant.
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