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Riley Awards $84,867 Grant to Take Unsafe Motorists Off Roads 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $84,867 grant to keep unsafe drivers off Alabama roads. 

The grant continues a program that enables the Alabama Department of Public Safety to promptly resolve cases involving drivers who are appealing suspension of their driver’s license.  Motorists who have committed driving offenses resulting in suspensions are allowed to continue driving until appeal cases are heard.

“While drivers have a right to appeal convictions, those who do not heed the traffic laws of Alabama should be removed from the roads quickly and not be allowed to endanger the lives and safety of law-abiding motorists,” Riley said. 

Since the program began in 2002, a special attorney and assistant have been assigned to handle appeal cases, and the number of backlogged cases has been reduced by half. Most appeals are held within six months after they are filed and approximately 85 percent of the license suspensions are upheld. 

Although up to $175,000 in fines are generated annually through the appeals process, the money is deposited in the state’s general fund. DPS officials say the grant is necessary to continue the program.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Col. W.M. Coppage, director of the Alabama Department of Public Safety, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grant through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division. 

Riley awarded the grant from the state’s Traffic Safety Trust Fund. 
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