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Riley Awards $68,848 to Alabama Youth Home for Girls 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $68,848 for a residential program designed to assist teenage girls with behavior problems who have been placed in state custody.

The grant will enable the Alabama Youth Home for Girls to continue providing a program for girls, ages 13-18, who have committed minor property crimes or are displaying anti-social tendencies that could lead to serious criminal problems.  The program’s goal is to return the girls to their homes and schools as soon as possible and help them avoid further trouble with the criminal justice system.

 “Young people who exhibit behavior problems at home and in school need counseling and someone to guide them down the right path,” Riley said.  “I commend the Alabama Youth Home for Girls and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The home is for girls who have committed infractions too serious to have them placed in a foster home, but not serious enough that they should serve time in a secured juvenile facility.  Many of the girls are from dysfunctional families or have already been involved in the foster-care system.

In addition to schoolwork, the girls are provided counseling, social skill development and related programs to help them overcome bad behaviors. Approximately 15 girls are taken into the home each year.  The length of the stay varies with each girl.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant. ADECA Director John Harrison notified Kermit A. Scheer Jr., chairman of the Alabama Youth Home that the grant had been approved.
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