[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


+
      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Monday, March 29, 2004








Jim Plott













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525

Riley Awards $150,000 to Create New Jobs in Bullock County   

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $150,000 grant to bring up to 60 new jobs to a county with one of the highest unemployment rates in Alabama.

The Bullock County Commission will use the Community Development Block Grant to refurbish an existing building in Union Springs where Hinge Tech USA plans to employ the new workers over the next three years.  Hinge Tech, a subsidiary of a South Korean-based company, will manufacture conveyor belts and cranes for three south Alabama parts suppliers for the Hyundai Motor Manufacturing Alabama vehicle plant in Montgomery County.

“This grant will provide needed jobs to an area of Alabama that has for years suffered a high unemployment rate,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide this assistance and I am optimistic that it will lead to more good economic news for Bullock County.”

A new roof will be provided for an existing 41,200-square-foot building to be used by Hinge Tech. The county-owned building was constructed in 1966 and previously housed two textile industries. The Bullock County Commission, with help from the Bullock Development Authority, is providing $30,000 in local funds for the renovation.

Hinge Tech plans to begin operation this spring with 15 employees and expects to more than double that number by the end of the first year and increase its workforce to 60 by 2006.

Bullock County’s 13.6 percent unemployment rate in January was only slightly better than Wilcox and Lowndes counties which lead the state in the highest percentage of unemployed workers. Alabama’s overall unemployment rate was 6 percent.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Ronald W. Smith, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. 

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. ADECA is administering the grant.
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