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Riley Awards $37,000 Grant to Reduce 

Juvenile Crime in Montgomery County 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $37,000 grant for a program in Montgomery County aimed at reducing juvenile crime.

 The non-residential, weekend program is administered through the Montgomery County Juvenile Court system and is primarily intended for juveniles, 10 to 15 years old, who have committed one or two non-violent offenses.  However, the program’s success has caused officials to expand it to include separate sessions for female juvenile offenders as well as juveniles who commit more serious offenses.  

“This program is working to change the lives of troubled youth, making them productive students and citizens,” Riley said. “I commend Montgomery County officials for their efforts in reaching out to youth and directing them along the right path.”

More than 1,000 juveniles have gone through the program since it began in 2000 and 87 percent of those have committed no additional offenses. 

Juveniles receive academic aid and individual and group counseling. They also attend classes on conflict resolution, alcohol and drug abstention, health and hygiene. 

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified William F. Joseph, chairman of the Montgomery County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $4,111 has been pledged for the program. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. 
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