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Riley Awards $146,578 to Reduce Youth Crime 

in Southwest Alabama

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $146,578 grant for a program aimed at reducing juvenile crime in seven Alabama counties.  

The funds will support the operation of the Perry Varner Boot Camp and Treatment Facility in Selma.  The facility provides correction services in a boot camp environment for juvenile offenders in Butler, Dallas, Hale, Lowndes, Marengo, Perry and Wilcox counties. 

“This program, which provides a disciplined and highly structured setting for youthful offenders, is geared toward changing negative behaviors of juveniles before they commit more serious offenses,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide this funding for a program that has already made a positive impact in the lives of so many.”

Up to 24 juveniles spend eight weeks in the program which combines military type discipline and physical fitness activities with sessions on anger management, alcohol and drug abstention, goal setting, counseling and community service. Educational services at the camp allow juveniles to return to school after the program without losing credit. Juveniles are referred to the camp by juvenile court officials in their home counties. 

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Johnny Jones, chairman of the Dallas County Commission, that the grant had been approved. An additional $16,286 in local funding has also been added for the operation of the camp. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Justice Department. ADECA is administering the grant through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division.
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