YOUTH SUBSTANCE USE IN ALABAMA
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The Alabama Department of Education and the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs jointly funded a statewide survey of all students in grades 6-12 in the spring of 2003.  Local results are still being analyzed, but an overview of the statewide data is provided here.
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While any substance use by youth is too much, this survey does offer hope.  One possible conclusion to be drawn from these statistics is that Alabama communities are doing an admirable job of targeting middle school students and combating their substance use.  The trends for cigarette, beer, wine cooler, marijuana and Ecstasy use all indicate that the percentage of Alabama 6th and 7th graders who use is above the national average while the percentage of 10th and 11th graders is below the national average.  This could indicate that we are intervening effectively in middle school to alter the projected trajectory of use.  If this is true, than early intervention could yield even greater benefits.

These graphics are available electronically through ADECA’s Web site at www.adeca.alabama.gov.  At the home page, click “Services,” then click on the Communications and Information link, followed by Recent News Releases.
ALABAMA SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION

STATE INCENTIVE GRANT PROGRAM

The State Incentive Grant (SIG) is funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) – Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP).  The grant has now been received by 43 states over the course of the last nine years.  The SIG program is changing the face of prevention in communities across the country by supporting the implementation of a wide array of prevention programs that have been shown to be effective in preventing substance abuse among youth. In 2003, CSAP funded an estimated 550 community-based organizations to implement or enhance substance abuse prevention programs. In 2002, CSAP funded an estimated 400 community-based organizations to implement or enhance substance abuse prevention programs. These organizations implemented more than 1,100 local prevention programs. An indicator of success is that the first five SIG States continue to operate the prevention programs initiated under the SIG, even though SIG funding has ended. In addition, many States are better leveraging their Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant funds by requiring that these funds also support science-based prevention programs.

The Alabama State Incentive Project will set a new course of action to improve substance abuse prevention efforts statewide, through coordination of federal and state resources, targeting communities, children, families, schools and workplaces.  The funds will facilitate collaboration and coordination of prevention services at the state level, and state-of-the-art prevention service delivery at the local level.

Governor Bob Riley, project staff at ADECA and the State Incentive Project Advisory Committee will target a reduction in substance abuse by the youth of Alabama.  The activities conducted through this project will dramatically alter the present system of prevention services directed to communities and families by: 1) using the financial resources provided to promote and implement comprehensive, community-based programs aimed at reducing alcohol, tobacco and other drug (ATOD) use by youth and 2) reducing ATOD use by Alabama youth by developing a coordinated, comprehensive statewide plan for the state and federal resources targeted toward preventing substance abuse among youth.

The project has been funded at a level of $3 million per year for three years.  There will be an extended period of training in prevention science throughout the state before a Request for Proposals (RFP) is developed and released.  This training period is essential to ensure that the local efforts that are ultimately funded have a strong knowledge base on which to build their prevention efforts.  Once training is completed an open RFP process will begin and local projects will be funded. 

ALABAMA SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION
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Mr. Maury Mitchell – Alabama Criminal Justice Information Center
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