[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Thursday, Feb. 19, 2004








Frank Miles













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards $15,000 for Excel Police Car

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $15,000 grant to the town of Excel to enhance public safety through the purchase of a new patrol car for the town’s police department.

“Law enforcement officers need safe, reliable vehicles to adequately protect and serve their communities,” Riley said.  “I support the efforts of the Excel Police Department to improve the protection of residents.”

Police officials say growth in the town’s population has resulted in increased criminal activity.  The department will hire additional officers and will need to equip those officers.  A new patrol car will allow the police department to increase patrols, reduce response times and create a greater public awareness of law enforcement in the area.  Local matching funds of at least $1,666 have been committed to the purchase.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Jenny Countryman that the grant had been approved.
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