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Riley Awards $150,000 to Help Improve Worker Skills 
at Three Alabama Tire Plants  

MONTGOMERY— More than 100 employees at three Alabama tire manufacturing plants will undergo extensive training to improve their skills, increase their chances of advancement and boost job productivity thanks to grants awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The three grants, totaling $150,000, will enable employees at Uniroyal Goodrich Tire plants in Opelika and Tuscaloosa and the Dothan plant of Michelin North America Inc. to receive training necessary for the plants to keep up with demand and changes in the automobile industry.  The three plants, which are all divisions of Michelin North America Inc., each manufacture tires for automobiles  and light trucks. The three plants employ more than 3,000 people. 

 “These grants will provide workers with new skills and training that will protect their jobs and keep an Alabama company competitive,” Riley said.

The 105 employees will receive training on how to operate and maintain computer and digital equipment necessary in the production of tires.  Participating workers who demonstrate higher levels of work expertise as a result of the training will be eligible for promotions and pay increases. 

Riley awarded a $50,000 grant to each of the three companies for the training.  CenTec Inc., a Greenville, S.C. technical training organization, will conduct the training. Michelin North America has committed a total of $927,889 to cover employee wages and benefits during the training.   

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Terri R. Heard, contract administrator for Michelin North America, that the grants had been approved. ADECA is the administering agency for the grants.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.
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