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Riley Awards Grant to Train Workers in Dallas County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $50,000 to provide training that will improve workers’ skills at a Selma company.  The training will equip 86 workers at Louisiana-Pacific Wood Polymers, Inc. with troubleshooting techniques that will help eliminate production downtime.

“This training will help Alabama workers develop new skills that will improve production and keep an Alabama company competitive,” Riley said.

Employees will receive training in the areas of manufacturing maintenance, hydraulics, pneumatics, computer skills and management and supervision.  Company officials say the upgrade in skills will enable workers to address maintenance issues on the spot, thus reducing production delays and increasing profitability.  Improved worker competence will result in lower employee turnover and heightened job security.

Louisiana-Pacific has been in operation in Selma since 2000.  The company manufactures building materials specializing in composite decking board, a low-maintenance wood and plastic product used to construct decks and rails.  LP will provide an additional $72,217 for the training.   Several training providers including Wallace State Community College, Applied Industrial Technology and National Seminars Group will offer the courses.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Carolyn Sarblah, human resources and safety manager, that the grant had been approved.
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