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Riley Awards Grant to Study Broadband Network 

for Calhoun County
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $20,000 to Jacksonville State University to study the feasibility of developing a community broadband network for Calhoun County.  Such a network could save money, improve public services and support future economic development.

“A broadband network could serve as a tremendous tool for development in Calhoun County,” Riley said.  “This study has the potential to pave the way for revitalization of the area.”

The comprehensive study will examine the viability of developing a broadband network across the county to support distance learning, telemedicine, video arraignment of accused criminals, Internet services, and e-government and business services including voice, video, and data applications.  The goal of the project is to deliver education, law enforcement, medical and other public and private services to residents in a more convenient and efficient manner.

The study will define community needs, assess strengths and weaknesses, determine potential applications, identify the benefits for schools, hospitals and other institutions, and make recommendations for implementation.  The study also will compare the benefits of a municipal system with alternatives such as a private system or a public/private partnership.

Riley awarded the grant from state funds and designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer it through the Science, Technology and Energy Division.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Dr. William A. Meehan, JSU president, that the grant had been approved.
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