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Riley Awards Grant to Help Low-Income Northwest 

Alabama Families Reduce Energy Costs 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $216,000 to help low-income residents who own mobile homes solve long-term energy consumption problems.  The Community Action Agency of Northwest Alabama will use the funds to make energy-saving improvements to homes and educate families in Colbert, Franklin and Lauderdale counties.


The Residential Energy Assistance Challenge program aids households to reduce energy bills and improve safety and comfort through efficiency.  Funds from the three-year grant will be used to replace or repair inefficient appliances such as water heaters, refrigerators, and heating and cooling units and to install other energy-saving devices.


Education programs will show consumers ways to prevent energy waste while making better use of income.  Based on a review of 12 months of energy bills, families learn what usage habits they should change so they can save money and, in some cases, avoid foreclosure.

“This program not only provides long-term solutions for people who can’t afford to pay unnecessarily high energy bills, but also relieves the burden on taxpayers by reducing dependence on government assistance,” Riley said.

Eligible households must be at or below 125 percent of the federal poverty level, own a mobile home that is at least 10 years old and has been weatherized or is being considered for repairs or improvements, and demonstrate difficulty paying energy bills.

Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  ADECA director John Harrison notified June Thompson, CAANA executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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