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Riley Awards Grant to Help Abused Children in East Alabama

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $89,739 to a non-profit organization in LaFayette to continue helping child victims of physical and sexual abuse.  The Tri-County Children’s Advocacy Center will use the grant to fund services for abused children in Chambers, Randolph and Tallapoosa counties.

“Children need help to recover from the trauma of abuse,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of the center and the important services it offers.”

The center aids victims and their families by helping them overcome the psychological and emotional trauma of abuse through counseling at facilities in each county that are safe, convenient and private.  The center also coordinates the efforts of multiple agencies to investigate crimes and treat the victims.

According to center officials, 181 cases of sexual and physical child abuse were reported in the three-county area between October 2002 and September 2003.  The center provided 1,532 individual services to 158 of those children during that period.  Without the center, victims would be subjected to unnecessary interviews by untrained individuals and treatments and facilities would not meet children’s needs.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the funds.  

ADECA director John Harrison notified Rea S. Clark, center president, that the award had been approved.  Local funds of $22,435 have been committed to the center.
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