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Governor Awards Funds to Improve Child Passenger Safety 

on Southeast Alabama’s Roads

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $25,000 to the Southeast Alabama Medical Center to improve automobile passenger safety for children in 12 southeast Alabama counties. The center will use the grant to fund a four-day training session to certify public health and safety workers in the proper installation and use of child restraints.

The training session will be offered to law enforcement officers, firefighters and healthcare workers to help promote and provide child passenger safety in their communities.  Once certified, child passenger safety technicians will be able to demonstrate the appropriate use of child safety seats, booster seats and seat belts to the public.
“We all want our children to be as safe as possible on Alabama’s roads,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of the Southeast Alabama Medical Center to educate parents how to best protect their children.”

Center officials say motor vehicle crashes are the major cause of death among children ages one to 19 years partly because children are being restrained incorrectly.  The ultimate purpose of the training is to show parents that proper use of child restraints can save their children’s lives.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Ronald C. Owen, SMAC chief executive officer, that the grant had been approved.
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