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Riley Awards $240,000 to Help Combat Illegal Drugs 

in Shelby County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $240,000 to the Shelby County Commission to create a multi-agency drug task force.  The task force will be dedicated to reducing illegal drug activity in the county and increasing conviction rates of accused traffickers.

“The formation of this task force sends a strong message that the distribution of illegal drugs will not be tolerated,” Riley said.  “I commend the work of Shelby County officials and I am pleased to make these funds available for the task force.”

County officials say the recreational use of illegal drugs is on the rise.  From 2000-2002, arrests for possession of controlled substances rose 53 percent and distribution arrests increased 153 percent.  Officials also are concerned about the rising number of methamphetamine labs that create a danger to the public because of hazardous materials and the high risk of an explosion.

Along with reducing the availability of illegal drugs in the county, the task force also will assist other agencies in criminal investigations and establish and maintain an intelligence database.  The task force will comprise a Shelby County assistant district attorney and agents from the Shelby County Sheriff’s Department and the Pelham, Alabaster, Helena, Montevallo and Columbiana police departments.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Alex Dudchock, county manager, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $80,000 have been committed to the project.
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