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Riley Awards Grants to Improve Highway Safety in Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded three grants, totaling $696,733 to improve highway safety in Alabama by making traffic reports and data immediately available statewide.

The grants, awarded to the Alabama Administrative Office of Courts, will enable the department to upgrade a computerized system enabling courts and affiliated government agencies to access crash reports and traffic citations almost immediately after they occur.  The information is logged into a central database from the site of a crash or infraction.

“This system will increase the efficiency, accuracy and timeliness of traffic reports,” Riley said.  “Not only does this program highlight problem traffic areas, it will also be effective in ensuring that unsafe drivers are taken off the roads.”

The project will enable state troopers or other law enforcement officials, equipped with laptop computers, to immediately submit reports to a centralized server that can be accessed by authorized court officials.  In addition to crash and citation data, the database will allow officials to immediately retrieve driver’s license information, vehicle registration and court data.  Some parts of the system are already being tested in several Alabama cities.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Randy Helms, administrative director of courts, that the grants had been approved. ADECA is administering the grants through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through programs of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
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