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Riley Awards $35,476 to Prevent Sexual Abuse

in Baldwin and Escambia County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $35,476 to a program in Baldwin and Escambia counties that assists victims of rape and sexual assault.  The grant to the Baldwin County Family Violence Project will also be used to prevent others from becoming victims.

 “Victims of rape and sexual assault need somewhere to turn to help them cope with their tragic and often life altering ordeal,” Riley said.  “The staff at the Baldwin County Family Violence Project not only provides comfort and assistance to those who have suffered an assault, but also help others avoid becoming a victim.”

The organization’s Lighthouse Sexual Assault Program provides immediate and long-term assistance for victims. The program includes a 24-hour crisis hotline and an emergency response team that provides direct help after a victim has been assaulted. The staff also counsels victims and aids them in court and legal procedures.

The organization also sponsors awareness campaigns in schools and communities in an attempt to reduce rapes and sexual assaults.


John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mary Burns, board president of the Baldwin County Family Violence Project, that the grant had been approved.  ADECA is administering the grant.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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