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Riley Awards $200,000 to Create New Jobs in Boaz 

MONTGOMERY— A $200,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will help in the creation of at least 150 new jobs in the Boaz area.

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to extend water and sewer services to a 35,000-square-foot poultry-processing plant at the city’s industrial park. AlaTrade Foods, which already has plants and its corporate office in Marshall County and north Alabama, plans to begin operation at the new $5 million plant by August. The plant will initially employ 150 new workers and could add 150 more once it is in full operation.

“I am pleased to support this effort to bring new jobs to north Alabama,” Riley said. “I commend Boaz and Marshall County officials for working to provide jobs for their citizens.”

The improvements will enable to the city to provide the plant with 200,000 gallons of water daily, which is necessary to operate the plant. The city also intends to extend sewage lines to the plant.  In addition to accommodating the needs of the plant, the improvements will also meet future needs necessary for the city to grow.

The plant processes poultry into chicken tenders, breasts and wings for major food service customers, including Tyson Foods.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Tim Walker that the grant had been approved. Boaz is pledging $80,500 for the project.

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. ADECA is administering the grant.
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