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Riley Awards Funds to Improve Child Passenger Safety 

In Baldwin and Mobile Counties 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $25,000 to improve automobile safety for child passengers in Baldwin and Mobile counties. The grant to the Mobile County Commission will be used to encourage the proper use of child safety seats and seatbelts. 

While 90 percent of Alabama drivers comply with the state’s mandatory child-restraint laws, fewer than 10 percent of the children are properly fastened into child restraints or seatbelts, according to a report by the National Center for Health Statistics.

 “The major cause of death, disability and injury to children in Alabama is motor vehicle crashes,” Riley said. “While statistics show that Alabama parents are concerned about the safety of their children, they will not be fully protected unless restraints are used properly.”

Funds will be used to provide two, four-day safety-training seminars involving the proper use of seat restraints and seatbelts for children. Law enforcement officials, firefighters, emergency medical and public health workers will attend the courses to obtain the necessary certification. Once certified, they will be able to demonstrate the correct use of child safety seats and seatbelts to the public.

In addition to the training, funds will be used to provide a mobile “fitting station” to illustrate to the public the proper use of child-restraint seats and seatbelts.  Funds will also enable officials to furnish 100 child safety seats to low-income families with children.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the National Transportation Safety Administration.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Commission President Mike Dean that the grant had been approved.
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