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Riley Awards $150,000 to Create New Jobs in DeKalb County  

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $150,000 grant to help in the creation of at least 75 new jobs in the Fort Payne area.

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to provide sewer services that will enable the expansion of two DeKalb County industries. GameTime Inc., the largest playground equipment manufacturer in the United States, will add 50 new jobs while Baker Hosiery plans to hire 25 additional employees.

“I am pleased to support this effort to bring needed new jobs to northeast Alabama,” Riley said. “I commend Fort Payne and DeKalb County officials for their work in making this project a reality and working to benefit their citizens.”

The project will involve installing a larger sewage line and adding a pumping station capable of handling waste from the two industries. The improved sewer services will also benefit the new DeKalb County Jail under construction at Lebanon Road and Industrial Boulevard. Fort Payne officials have pledged $450,950 in city funds while the DeKalb County Commission has committed $183,200 for the project. The city has also applied for additional grants.

GameTime is expanding to keep up with a demand in the market. The company, which employs 375 people and has been in business for 75 years, moved its operations to Fort Payne in 1979. Baker Hosiery, a 25-year-old textile manufacturer, produces socks and hosiery for companies such as Ralph Lauren Polo, Foot Locker, Champs and FinishLine.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor William H. Jordan that the grant had been approved.

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. ADECA is administering the grant.
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