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Riley Awards $21,992 to Help 

Chilton County Workers Improve Skills 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $21,992 grant to teach new skills to employees at a Chilton County plant in an effort to increase productivity and provide expansion opportunities. 

The grant will enable 24 employees of Omega Steel Products Inc. in Jemison to receive training necessary for the company to expand and create additional jobs. Omega Steel Products, which has been in business since 1991, produces structural and custom designed steel products. 

“This grant will provide workers with new skills and training that will protect their jobs and keep an Alabama company competitive,” Riley said.

 Employees will receive training to improve production and manage inventory. Much of the training is related to new computer software the company will install at the plant. The training will not only result in cost savings and increased efficiency, but will also enable Omega Steel to increase sales and hire more workers.  

The Alabama Technology Network will conduct the training at Jefferson State Community College in Birmingham.  Omega Steel is providing an additional $33,408 which will be used to pay employees while they are in training. 

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Joel Cole, project manager at Omega, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is the administering agency for the grant.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.
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