FY2016 Recreational Trails Program
Pre-Application Form

Deadline: Noon, Tuesday, May 3, 2016

Applicant Information

Applicant’'s Name
(Organization)

Street Address
City

Zip Code
County

FEIN

Project Title (maximum of six
words)

Project Description (maximum
of 25 words)

Park Name

Park Address

City

Zip Code

GPS Coordinates of Project
Congressional District

State Senate District

Applicant's Chief Elected
Official, Director, or President

E-mail Address

[Montgomery County Commission

[101 S. Lawrence Street

[Montgomery | State
[36104 |

[Montgomery |

[63-0659105 | DUNS Number [099839086

[Cantelous Park Trail Construction

A 9/10 mile long 12ft wide multi-use trail made of asphalt and
comnacted aravel to he located within a snecialtv reaional nark

[Cantelous Park

[N/A
[Montgomery | State
[36108 |

[Latitude: 32.342551 | Longitude: -86.466211

2 |
130 | House [69
Senate
District
[Elton N. Dean, Sr.
[EltonDean@mc-ala.org | Phone [334-832-1210

Number



Grant Administrator

E-mail Address

[Leslie York

[lyork@carpdc.com | Phone [334-262-4300

Number

General Project Information

Trail Length in Linear Feet
Trail Surface Type

Application Type

Type of Applicant

Total Estimated Project Cost
Grant Amount Requested
Total Local Match

Cash Match

In-Kind Match

Donation

Project Narrative

[4740 | Trail Width |12

[Section1:Asphalt & Section 2: Compacted Gravel

(O Non-motorized, Single Use
(® Non-motorized, Diverse Use
(OO Motorized, Diverse Use

(O Motorized, Single Use

(O Educational

O City/Town

(® County

O State

(O Private Organization

[$600,000.00 |

[$100,000.00 |

[$500,000.00 |

[$500,000.00 |

[$0.00 |

Brief Description of the Project
(350 characters or less)

of compacted gravel surfaces and paved asphalt surfaces. The trail

trees along the edge of existing woods. A road & parking will be
constructed in order to gain access to the park and trail.

The 9/10 mile long diverse-use trail will be 12” wide and a combination

provides spectacular views of the property as it meanders through the




1. Describe the degree to which the project’s scope and feasibility meet the project area’s recreational
needs. (Key Consideration: Does the project appear to be feasible and incorporate a good project design with
consideration given to the natural and cultural environment in which the project is located, and appropriate
consideration given to needs and benefits?) 10 Points Available

Limit 1,000 Characters Montgomery County recently purchased over 110 acres for a

"specialty-park™ within the Cantelous Community. The park will
eventually contain a fishing pond, walking/hiking trails, pavilions and
picnic related amenities, large fields, & lodge for community events.
This project will provide a 9/10 mile long recreational trail and be
fully-accessible per the ADA. As it is documented within the
Montgomery County Parks and Recreation Plan 2011 (See page 45 of
excerpt provided), it is recommended that a new park should be provided
in the Cantelous area and that new parks should be of the specialty-park
variety. Per the Plan, Specialty Parks will vary in acreage and have a
specific focus on a topic such as wildlife/environmental, fishing, sports,
etc. The SCORP also lists Parks as the #1 need & walking/jogging trails
#2 for Region 9 including Montgomery Co. Based on the recreation plan
& SCORP, it is believed this park and trail is the highest priority for
recreation in Montgomery County.




2. Describe the ways in which the project provides for the greatest number of compatible recreational
purposes. (Key Consideration: An important concern is that this project will enhance the quality and
quantity of recreational trail opportunities available in the community or region. Maximum points will be
given to projects with connectivity to other trails or parks, environmental education and preservation, and
economic development opportunities.) 10 Points Available

Limit 1,000 Characters The proposed project includes a diverse-use trail that will provide an

area for walking, bicycling, running for exercise, and access for disabled
persons to recreational amenities. The trail will connect other aspects of
the park along a linear path, thus providing greater access to all
amenities at the park. With the trail being a part of a larger project, other
amenities such as the fishing pond, open areas, wooded areas, scenic
views, picnic areas and pavilions, and parking which will be accessible
upon completion of the proposed trail. This trail represents a piece of a
park project that is unique in the River Region in respect to its size and
types of recreational amenities. This park will provide environmental
education and preservation as it protects valuable land resources and as
local schools and outdoor organizations use it for various programming.
Upon completion, houses and land, within the vicinity of the park, will
become more valuable according to academic research.




3. Describe the ways in which the project provides a new, unique, or more effective means for making
trail opportunities available to the public. (Key Consideration: This criterion includes projects of national,
regional, and local demonstration value. The most important concern is whether the grant recipient is
committed to trying an approach that is new at the local level. Additional points are awarded for nationwide
applicability and statewide or regional value. The applicant must commit to documenting the results of the
demonstration.) 10 Points Available

Limit 1,000 Characters This area of Montgomery County has very limited access to safe

pedestrian rights-of-way and this has hampered residents ability to
exercise and have access to recreational opportunities. This trail will
provide a safe environment to exercise, relax, and enjoy the scenic
beauty of the natural areas within the park. Due to the size and nature of
this park, it is certainly on a regional scale and will compete with any
other similarly sized park in the state. With over 110 acres of
recreational opportunities, residents from across Montgomery County
and beyond will access and benefit from this park. Recreational fishing,
camping, picnicking, birding, walking, and running will all be capable
once this park is completed. The trail will serve as the connector serving
all recreational elements from within the park.




4. Describe the ways in which the project facilitates the access and use of trails by persons with
disabilities, older citizens, economically disadvantaged, and other special populations or groups. (Key
Consideration: Whether this project will expand recreation opportunities for special populations with
recreation deficiencies.) 10 Points Available

Limit 1,000 Characters

The trail will be made accessible for disabled individuals through an
ADA accessible design and other ADA accessible amenities as required
by the ADA. The service area uses a 6 mile radius from the park. Within
the service area, the most recent Census data was used to determine that
the park will serve 8,047 individuals specifically within the Montgomery
County portion of the service area. A breakdown of ages can be found
within the same service area map. 1,178 persons with disabilities are
found within the service area in addition to 1,045 whose income is below
the poverty line and 1,277 that are over the age of 65. Overall, the
average household income of this area is $29,350, note that this is the
aggregate within a household and not average individual income. This
park will undoubtedly attract residents from outside of the service area
and subsequently provide an incentive for economic development while
serving those that are most economically distressed and physically
disabled.




5. Describe the ways in which the project creates opportunities for new partnerships between trail
users, private interests, and public agencies within the project area. (Key Consideration: The major
concern is that this project is a component of an integrated effort to enhance economic revitalization and
community conservation. Maximum points will be given to applicants providing evidence of cooperative
efforts with trail user groups and/or multiple public meetings.) 10 Points Available

Limit 1,000 Characters

Montgomery County has a history of using private partnerships to
develop recreation in its communities. Some partnerships include:
Montgomery Area Wellness Coalition, AL Cooperative Extension,
Hyundai, River Region Obesity Task Force, YMCA, AL Power,
Huffman Rd Com Center, Snowdoun Womens Club, LaPine Com
Center, St. James Church, Pine Level Church, and Montgomery Public
Schools. This experience with building private partnerships will be used
to promote development & programs at Cantelous Park. Trail building
experts such as the Cherokee Ridge Alpine Trail Association will be
consulted to build & enhance nature trails throughout the park. In
addition, Montgomery County provides many different programs for its
citizens which could also be implemented at the Cantelous Park. The
most notable is the Youth Summer Program, which is designed around
arts/crafts & field trips. Other activities, such as fishing could be
implemented at Cantelous Park with accessibility provided by the trail.




6. Describe the ways in which the project uses the grant funds to leverage other public or private
investments (in the form of services and materials as well as dollars). (Key Consideration: The major
concern is whether actual leveraging is assured or the potential for leveraging is good, outside of any funds
committed for the initial grant match. Maximum points will be given for applicants committing double the
minimum local match or higher.) 10 Points Available

Limit 1,000 Characters

As part of this application, the Montgomery County Commission is
seeking $100,000 in grant assistance, which they will match with
$500,000 cash match. In addition, all engineering fees, grant
administration fees, and inspection fees will be covered by the
commission separately from the grant. Please see the estimate of costs
provided in this application for an explanation of all proposed costs.
This project leverages all other amenities proposed to be implemented at
the park by providing initial access to the land and pedestrian access
throughout the park. In addition, the costs associated with this park do
not include the cost of the recently purchased property over 110 acres,
the construction of a fishing pond, lodge, pavilions, and other park
amenities to be implemented. Therefore, this project is seen as a
kick-starter for all other work to be completed in the up-coming phases
of development.




7. Describe the degree of commitment to continue operation and maintenance of the project. Include
an operation and maintenance plan detailing the amount of money needed to operate and maintain the
trail after it is completed and identify who will be responsible for the work. (Key Consideration:
Whether the grant recipient is willing to commit to continue the maintenance and operation of the project and
whether the applicant provides a realistic operation and maintenance plan/budget. Maximum points will be
awarded to applicants demonstrating innovative funding measures for trail maintenance.) 10 Points Available

Limit 1,000 Characters

Upon dedication of this park, the Montgomery County Parks and
Recreation Board will take on responsibility for maintenance and
operation of the park. The Board was created under Alabama Code
Section 11-86-3 and serves as an arm of the County Commission
managed by a full-time Superintendent, James Williams. The
Department is overseen by the Deputy County Administrator and an
Advisory Board of five citizens appointed by the County Commission.
The Commission employs staffers to maintain the parks during
peak-seasons and the County's Support Services Department maintains
the parks during off-peak months. The Board will ensure that the park
IS maintained as they have in all other County parks and will provide
specialized staffers as needed. Montgomery County is known for its
commitment to maintaining existing parks and promoting outreach
programs at its parks located in areas with low-income residents.




8. The degree to which community involvement is addressed: i.e., (A) Project idea originated with
trail users or a community group that has substantial knowledge, and (B) The private sector (including
individual citizens, community groups, or local business enterprises) has participated in the
development of the proposed idea and has made commitments of labor, money, or materials to support
proposed implementation. (Key Consideration: The objective is to determine if the project is responding to
citizen-identified needs. The priority of the project to users is evidenced by citizen support for the idea.
Maximum points will be awarded to applicants demonstrating that the project concept was originally
proposed at the grassroots level and, especially, for extensive citizen or private organization involvement in
project development and support in project implementation. Maximum points will be awarded to applicants
demonstrating extensive involvement and participation from citizens and interest groups during all phases of
application development and commitments beyond.) 10 Points Available

LImit 1,000 Characters 1y 5011 5 county-wide rec plan was completed, which included

significant public visioning/input processes. Through this process, a
localized vision for different communities in the county was established
by the citizens. Public involvement took place in the form of public
meetings that were held throughout the County. The meeting locations
centered around the existing parks but were publicized throughout the
community. The citizen meetings allowed residents to express their
desires, verbally and graphically. One of the notable requests that came
out of the planning process was for a County Lake with a nature trail,
restrooms, and camping sites for supervised outings. This project is a
prime example of how planning should work. The County invested in
the planning process to determine needs and deficiencies, and then used
the outcome to promote local policy in the development of Cantelous
Park. Therefore, this park & trail represent the thought & needs at the
grassroots level.




9. Describe in detail how the trail will be managed. Include discussion on season length, hours of
operation, limitations on use, enforcement provisions, and scheduling. 10 Points Available

Limit 1,000 Characters

As stated above, the Montgomery County Parks and Recreation Board
will take on responsibility for management and operation of the park.
The initial plan is for the park to remain open throughout the year to the
public and operate from dawn until dusk. With prior approval from park
management, the area will be used for supervised over-night stay for
groups such as boy-scouts. Other amenities at the park, i.e. Lodge, will
be used for community and County events upon reservation.
Enforcement of all park provisions will be conducted by parks & rec
board staff and the Montgomery County Sheriffs Dept upon need. The
Sherriffs Dept. will maintain patrol of the premises periodically and will
be informed of all scheduled events at the park. The park will remain as
a passive recreation site and all activities that are not specifically banned
at other parks will be allowed, unless they cause harm or significant
nuisance to other park attendees.




10. Identify and describe the service area of the project. Approximately how many people do you
propose to serve with this project? ldentify other trail resources in the service area by trail type
(motorized, non-motorized, multi-use), distance, location in relation to the proposed trail, and
ownership. (Key Consideration: The RTP was created to address trail needs in the urban and rural areas of
the state. In order to assess the need for additional trails it is first necessary to identify the quantity and
location of existing resources within the service area. It is also necessary to establish a service area — either
population or resource based. For example, a population based service area could be a neighborhood, school
district, or political jurisdiction whereas, a resource based service area might be defined along a linear
greenway, water course, or unique natural/cultural area. However, in both instances, an estimate of the
number of beneficiaries should be provided.) 10 Points Available

Limit 1,000 Characters

As mentioned in question 4, the service area is shown in an attached
map. The 6 mile buffer depicts a 10 minute drive. The proposed project
will serve over 9,000 residents within the service area, including 3,953
housing units, almost 1,900 children from the ages >1-14, over 3,100
residents ages 15-39, 3,489 residents 40-64, and 1,563 senior citizens.
The only other recreational amenity located with the service area can be
found at Catoma Park, which is adjacent to Catoma Elementary. This
park is quite small and is not comparable to the Cantelous Park. There is
a hard-surface single use trail at this location which is approximately 1/4
mile long which completes a small circle around a 2 acre non-forested
site. This park is sized for small community use, whereas the proposed
trail resides within a park of regional scale. Notably, this trail will link
all of these regionally scaled amenities together to provide service area
residents and tourists with 1st class recreation.




11.  Identify the length of time the trail will be maintained and open and available to the public and
identify the method to be used to ensure this commitment (deed covenant, deed restriction, etc.). (Key
Consideration: The objective is to utilize RTP funds to the greatest extent possible by ensuring the
improvements are maintained and available for public trail use as long as possible. Points will only be
awarded to applicants exceeding the minimum required timeframe for a trail development project to remain
open to the public. Maximum points will be awarded to applicants electing to maintain the improvements in
perpetuity.) 15 Points Available

LImit 1,000 Characters  rpe Montgomery County Administrator, Donnie Mims, and the County

Commission are committed that the park property will be maintained
and open to the public in perpetuity. The trail, as part of the park, will
also remain maintained and open to the public in perpetuity.




Note: Property acquired with RTP funds must remain open to the public in perpetuity. Should the property
cease to be open to the public for trail use, the applicant must repay the RTP 80% of the fair market value of
the property at the time of the change in use. If the project is located on an easement or on leased land, the
minimum timeframe for the easement or lease is 25 years. The project must remain open for public access for
the use for which the RTP funds were intended during that time. For development projects on applicant
owned property, the project must remain open for public assess for the use for which the RTP funds were
intended for a minimum of 25 years.

Total Project Cost  [$600,000.00 |

Total Funds Requested  [$100,000.00 |

Important Note: The maximum grant amount by trail type is $35,000 for non-motorized, single-use trails;
$100,000 for non-motorized, diverse-use trails; $524,936 for motorized trails, or $87,489 for education
projects.

Signature, Chief Elected Official, | 2w/ ), K edr o | Date [05/02/2016
Director, or President 7

Typed Name and Title |[Elton N. Dean, Sr., Chairman |

Program Information

Introduction

History and Purpose

The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) is a federal grant program authorized by Congress for the
purpose of providing states, local governments, and private sector organizations with funds to
acquire lands and develop and/or improve trail and trail-related resources.

Allocation of Funds for the 2016 Funding Cycle

The RTP funds are appropriated by Congress to the U. S. Department of Transportation, Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA), and FHWA allocates the funds through state agencies as a grants
program to sub-grantees. Alabama’s allocation to sub-grantees in the 2016 funding cycle will be
approximately $1,609,000.

Division of Available Funds
The maximum grant amount by trail type is $35,000 for non-motorized, single-use trails; $100,000
for non-motorized, diverse-use trails; $524,936 for motorized trails, or $87,489 for education.

Thirty percent of Alabama’s RTP funds must be used for motorized trail uses, 30 percent for non-
motorized trail uses, and 40 percent for diverse trail uses. Diverse motorized projects (such as ATV
and motorcycle) or diverse non-motorized projects (such as pedestrian and equestrian) may satisfy
two of these categories at the same time. The State encourages applicants to consider projects
that benefit both motorized and non-motorized users, such as common trailhead facilities.



Eligible Applicants

Eligible applicants include incorporated municipalities, counties, legally constituted recreation
authorities and commissions, and private sector organizations that can demonstrate an ability to
adequately manage Federal grant funds. No application will be reviewed from an applicant not
currently registered in sam.gov under its own name and Data Universal Numbering System
(DUNS) number.

Applications

Pre-applications

The Alabama State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 2013-2018 is the guiding document
for funding projects from the RTP. This document is available on the Alabama Department of
Economic and Community Affairs' (ADECA) website at www.adeca.alabama.gov. Statewide issues
were gathered and new criterion were developed to evaluate projects. These criterion make up the
pre-application. City, county, or private sector applicants may submit only one application for its
highest priority outdoor recreation project. State agencies may submit multiple applications. Funds
will be allocated to the highest-ranking projects based on scores derived from the evaluation
criterion.

Applicants are required to adhere to the grant ceilings listed.

Formal Applications

Applicants receiving the highest-ranking scores on their pre-applications will be asked to submit
formal applications. A formal application will be mailed and the Recreation and Conservation
Programs staff will be available to answer any questions. Note: An environmental review and/or
assessment will be required for all projects selected to proceed in the formal application process.

Target Timeline for the 2016 Funding Cycle

February 2016

Funding cycle for 2016 RTP grants and Application Workshop is announced to all municipalities,
counties, regional commissions, and grant administrators via e-mail and/or direct mail and website
announcement.

May 3, 2016
Pre-applications (1 original and 1 digital copy (we will not accept e-mailed copies)) are due to

ADECA.



Each pre-application must include:

» Acover letter on entity letterhead.

» Asigned Pre-application Form to include a response to each of the evaluation criterion

» Aresolution adopted by the legal entity of the applicant authorizing the application and
committing all matching funds required to complete the proposed project

* Anarrative description of the proposed project

» Estimate of cost

* Preliminary site plan

» Plat and/or legal description of the property proposed for purchase and/or development

* Location map

» Verification of sam.gov registration

May 2016
Recreation and Conservation Programs staff and the Alabama Recreational Trails Advisory Board

review pre-applications for priority rankings based on evaluation criterion, make recommendations
for funding to the ADECA Director, complete site inspections, invite the respective local applicants
receiving the highest-ranking scores to submit formal applications, and forward copies of the
selected pre-applications to the FHWA.

TBA
Formal applications mailed to applicants.

TBA

Formal applications are due to ADECA. Recreation and Conservation Programs staff will
coordinate and correspond as appropriate with each successful applicant to determine if additional
documents are needed to complete the formal application process.

TBA
Official notification of award sent to successful applicants.

Minimum Requirements

These are requirements that an applicant must meet in order to be considered for a RTP grant.
There are no points attached to these requirements. Only one of two situations may occur: (1) Yes,
the applicant meets all minimum requirements and is therefore eligible for consideration of funding
based on how the proposed project scores under the evaluation criterion; or (2) No, the applicant
does not meet the minimum requirements and is therefore ineligible for funding under the RTP.

Any questions concerning the minimum requirements should be addressed to the Recreation and
Conservation Programs staff.

Equal Opportunity:

Applicants must comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975; the Americans With
Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended; and all other State and Federal laws and regulations on
nondiscrimination. This means that no person shall be discriminated against on the basis of race,
color, sex, national origin, age or disability for recreation programs and facilities sponsored by
applicants.




Legally Constituted Entity

The applicant must be a legally constituted entity. This includes a municipality, county or a legally
constituted recreation board, commission or authority with legislative sanction, or private sector
corporation. All applicants must be currently registered in sam.gov with their own DUNS number.

State and Federal Laws / Regulations

Applicants must comply with existing laws and regulations for receiving and expending State and
Federal grant money including, but not limited to, public notices, bidding and purchasing
requirements, Uniform Relocation Act, Americans with Disabilities Act and Architectural Barriers Act
Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG), Energy Standards, laws and regulations regarding Historic
Preservation and archaeological concerns, National Environmental Policies Act, and related
environmental rules and regulations. Applicants must not have been debarred, suspended, or
otherwise ruled ineligible to participate in Federal programs by any Federal department or agency.

Important note: An environmental review and/or assessment will be required for all projects selected
to proceed in the formal application process.

Operation and Maintenance

Applicants must have a satisfactory record of accomplishment for operation and maintenance of
public recreation areas and facilities or must have a formal written agreement with an entity with a
satisfactory record of accomplishment for operation and maintenance of public recreation areas and
facilities in order to apply.

Grants Administration

Applicants must have a satisfactory record of administering Federal grant funds or must have a
formal written agreement with an entity with a satisfactory record of administering Federal grant
funds. Grant administration professionals may be acceptable substitutes for some institutional
capacity upon approval from ADECA.

Twenty Percent Match

Applicants must document the availability of the required minimum twenty percent (20%) match for
each application. This requires that each applicant submit a resolution passed by its governing
authority that, if a grant were awarded, the required match would be forthcoming. Applicants should
be advised that this is a reimbursement program. Funds must be available to expend. Once
expenditures are made, reimbursements can be requested. The reimbursement process can take
up to 90 days.

User Fees

Applicants must agree that any and all user fees, either resulting from this application or as part of
the applicant’s system of public parks and recreation areas, cannot be so large as to be
exclusionary.



Prospective applicants are not eligible to apply if:

» Entity has an open Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) or RTP grant as of May 3,
2016.

» Entity has unresolved compliance issues from a previous LWCF or RTP grant.

» Entity did not respond in writing to a LWCF or RTP inspection report that contained
deficiencies.

» Entity has not completed and received approval of a Corrective Action Plan for previous
compliance issues.

Submission Instructions

Please submit an original and a digital copy (an emailed copy will not be accepted) of your

application. Be sure each application includes:

» Acover letter on entity letterhead

» Asigned Pre-application Form to include a response to each of the evaluation criterion

» Aresolution adopted by the legal entity of the applicant authorizing the application and
committing all matching funds required to complete the proposed project

* Anarrative description of the proposed project

» Estimate of cost

* Preliminary site plan

» Plat and/or legal description of the property proposed for purchase and/or development

e Location map

» Verification of sam.gov registration

Please submit your application with a single binder clip. Please do not staple, spiral bind, or book
bind your application. Please submit applications to:

By Mail

Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs

Community and Economic Development Programs Division

Attention: Crystal Davis, Recreation and Conservation Programs Manager
Post Office Box 5690

Montgomery AL 36103-5690

By Courier
Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs

Community and Economic Development Programs Division

Attention: Crystal Davis, Recreation and Conservation Programs Manager
401 Adams Avenue, Suite 524

Montgomery, AL 36104

All applications must be received by Recreation and Conservation Programs staff by 12:00
Noon on Tuesday, May 3, 2016.

For more information please contact: Crystal Davis at (334) 353-2630, or
crystal.davis@adeca.alabama.gov.
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	City_N*IBbVXYiIJ5NB-rM-Ne0g: Montgomery
	State_pnjw5dF9J5MO5reVlhC-xg: [AL]
	Zip Code_*mbYAz5WPBu-S9kzDPrXKw: 36104
	County_z5eAcbENZip03NhxUvDjeQ: Montgomery
	FEIN_f16nuyH5o1hCjZkZ3Edt-w: 63-0659105
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	Brief Description of the Proje_tAESzAz8cGKahvICmvspNw: The 9/10 mile long diverse-use trail will be 12’ wide and a combination of compacted gravel surfaces and paved asphalt surfaces. The trail provides spectacular views of the property as it meanders through the trees along the edge of existing woods. A road & parking will be constructed in order to gain access to the park and trail.
	Limit 1,000 Characters_h67rCOoAUbaw5V6AB1YeeQ: Montgomery County recently purchased over 110 acres for a "specialty-park" within the Cantelous Community. The park will eventually contain a fishing pond, walking/hiking trails, pavilions and picnic related amenities, large fields, & lodge for community events.  This project will provide a 9/10 mile long recreational trail and be fully-accessible per the ADA. As it is documented within the Montgomery County Parks and Recreation Plan 2011 (See page 45 of excerpt provided), it is recommended that a new park should be provided in the Cantelous area and that new parks should be of the specialty-park variety.  Per the Plan,  Specialty Parks will vary in acreage and have a specific focus on a topic such as wildlife/environmental, fishing, sports, etc. The SCORP also lists Parks as the #1 need & walking/jogging trails #2 for Region 9 including Montgomery Co. Based on the recreation plan & SCORP, it is believed this park and trail is the highest priority for recreation in Montgomery County.
	Limit 1,000 Characters_VQa70wnV7giabmXyHudZWQ: The proposed project includes a diverse-use trail that will provide an area for walking, bicycling, running for exercise, and access for disabled persons to recreational amenities. The trail will connect other aspects of the park along a linear path, thus providing greater access to all amenities at the park.  With the trail being a part of a larger project, other amenities such as the fishing pond, open areas, wooded areas, scenic views, picnic areas and pavilions, and parking which will be accessible upon completion of the proposed trail.  This trail represents a piece of a park project that is unique in the River Region in respect to its size and types of recreational amenities.  This park will provide environmental education and preservation as it protects valuable land resources and as local schools and outdoor organizations use it for various programming.  Upon completion, houses and land, within the vicinity of the park, will become more valuable according to academic research.
	Limit 1,000 Characters_01QEYmAja3PRULtSfHhdDg: This area of Montgomery County has very limited access to safe pedestrian rights-of-way and this has hampered residents ability to exercise and have access to recreational opportunities.  This trail will provide a safe environment to exercise, relax, and enjoy the scenic beauty of the natural areas within the park. Due to the size and nature of this park, it is certainly on a regional scale and will compete with any other similarly sized park in the state.  With over 110 acres of recreational opportunities, residents from across Montgomery County and beyond will access and benefit from this park.  Recreational fishing, camping, picnicking, birding, walking, and running will all be capable once this park is completed.  The trail will serve as the connector serving all recreational elements from within the park.
	Limit 1,000 Characters_r-aIaG9YLGRQ8VbdI0Csfw: The trail will be made accessible for disabled individuals through an ADA accessible design and other ADA accessible amenities as required by the ADA. The service area uses a 6 mile radius from the park. Within the service area, the most recent Census data was used to determine that the park will serve 8,047 individuals specifically within the Montgomery County portion of the service area.  A breakdown of ages can be found within the same service area map. 1,178 persons with disabilities are found within the service area in addition to 1,045 whose income is below the poverty line and 1,277 that are over the age of 65. Overall, the average household income of this area is $29,350, note that this is the aggregate within a household and not average individual income.  This park will undoubtedly attract residents from outside of the service area and subsequently provide an incentive for economic development while serving those that are most economically distressed and physically disabled.
	Limit 1,000 Characters_n3-6etZrdPF9dorZCZ4USQ: Montgomery County has a history of using private partnerships to develop recreation in its communities.  Some partnerships include: Montgomery Area Wellness Coalition, AL Cooperative Extension, Hyundai, River Region Obesity Task Force, YMCA, AL Power, Huffman Rd Com Center, Snowdoun Womens Club, LaPine Com Center, St. James Church, Pine Level Church, and Montgomery Public Schools.  This experience with building private partnerships will be used to promote development & programs at Cantelous Park. Trail building experts such as the Cherokee Ridge Alpine Trail Association will be consulted to build & enhance nature trails throughout the park. In addition, Montgomery County provides many different programs for its citizens which could also be implemented at the Cantelous Park. The most notable is the Youth Summer Program, which is designed around arts/crafts & field trips. Other activities, such as fishing could be implemented at Cantelous Park with accessibility provided by the trail.
	Limit 1,000 Characters_CeXaUVDpIwLZmNC6WM4qWg: As part of this application, the Montgomery County Commission is seeking $100,000 in grant assistance, which they will match with $500,000 cash match.  In addition, all engineering fees, grant administration fees, and inspection fees will be covered by the commission separately from the grant. Please see the estimate of costs provided in this application for an explanation of all proposed costs.
This project leverages all other amenities proposed to be implemented at the park by providing initial access to the land and pedestrian access throughout the park. In addition, the costs associated with this park do not include the cost of the recently purchased property over 110 acres, the construction of a fishing pond, lodge, pavilions, and other park amenities to be implemented.  Therefore, this project is seen as a kick-starter for all other work to be completed in the up-coming phases of development. 
	Limit 1,000 Characters_TQ5JXgaFLZC5fF19Lc9r-Q: Upon dedication of this park, the Montgomery County Parks and Recreation Board will take on responsibility for maintenance and operation of the park. The Board was created under Alabama Code Section 11-86-3 and serves as an arm of the County Commission managed by a full-time Superintendent, James Williams.  The Department is overseen by the Deputy County Administrator and an Advisory Board of five citizens appointed by the County Commission. The Commission employs staffers to maintain the parks during peak-seasons and the County's Support Services Department maintains the parks during off-peak months.  The Board will ensure that the park is maintained as they have in all other County parks and will provide specialized staffers as needed. Montgomery County is known for its commitment to maintaining existing parks and promoting outreach programs at its parks located in areas with low-income residents.
	Limit 1,000 Characters_EuWa8z*YvGBKr1LdiWcZdg: In 2011, a county-wide rec plan was completed, which included significant public visioning/input processes.  Through this process, a localized vision for different communities in the county was established by the citizens. Public involvement took place in the form of public meetings that were held throughout the County.  The meeting locations centered around the existing parks but were publicized throughout the community.  The citizen meetings allowed residents to express their desires, verbally and graphically.  One of the notable requests that came out of the planning process was for a County Lake with a nature trail, restrooms, and camping sites for supervised outings.  This project is a prime example of how planning should work.  The County invested in the planning process to determine needs and deficiencies, and then used the outcome to promote local policy in the development of Cantelous Park. Therefore, this park & trail represent the thought & needs at the grassroots level.

	Limit 1,000 Characters_SF7cUYuxSOU6Fd6b3MSgEg: As stated above, the Montgomery County Parks and Recreation Board will take on responsibility for management and operation of the park.  The initial plan is for the park to remain open throughout the year to the public and operate from dawn until dusk. With prior approval from park management, the area will be used for supervised over-night stay for groups such as boy-scouts. Other amenities at the park, i.e. Lodge, will be used for community and County events upon reservation. Enforcement of all park provisions will be conducted by parks & rec board staff and the Montgomery County Sheriffs Dept upon need.  The Sherriffs Dept. will maintain patrol of the premises periodically and will be informed of all scheduled events at the park. The park will remain as a passive recreation site and all activities that are not specifically banned at other parks will be allowed, unless they cause harm or significant nuisance to other park attendees.
	Limit 1,000 Characters_hyF*ybucfULhqW8b9*xjWA: As mentioned in question 4, the service area is shown in an attached map.  The 6 mile buffer depicts a 10 minute drive. The proposed project will serve over 9,000 residents within the service area, including 3,953 housing units, almost 1,900 children from the ages >1-14, over 3,100 residents ages 15-39, 3,489 residents 40-64, and 1,563 senior citizens.  The only other recreational amenity located with the service area can be found at Catoma Park, which is adjacent to Catoma Elementary.  This park is quite small and is not comparable to the Cantelous Park. There is a hard-surface single use trail at this location which is approximately 1/4 mile long which completes a small circle around a 2 acre non-forested site. This park is sized for small community use, whereas the proposed trail resides within a park of regional scale. Notably, this trail will link all of these regionally scaled amenities together to provide service area residents and tourists with 1st class recreation.
	Limit 1,000 Characters_WsrmVei8egT7rzmBZ1wRuw: The Montgomery County Administrator, Donnie Mims, and the County Commission are committed that the park property will be maintained and open to the public in perpetuity. The trail, as part of the park, will also remain maintained and open to the public in perpetuity.
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