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5-2-2016
Jeffrey and Cynthia Mizell
3965 Leroy Stevens Road
Mobile, AL  36619

Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs
Community and Economic Development Programs Division 
401 Adams Avenue, suite 524
[bookmark: _GoBack]Montgomery, AL  36104

Dear Crystal Davis:
 Thank you for the opportunity to apply for this grant towards bringing the first off road riding trails to the Mobile, Alabama area. We are committed toward opening this campground with multiple outdoor recreational activities with the focus on off-road riding motorized vehicles.   Three years ago we made the decision to pursue this vision after we learned the positive effect spending time outdoors had in our lives. We realized how important recreation activities in the outdoors are to a complete, healthy lifestyle, therefore we want to share this with the people in this community, inclusive of adults or children requiring accommodations.
We are purchasing an existing campground which offers the activities of camping, hiking and canoeing.  This campground has been in business for over 20 years on a busy highway in Wilmer, Alabama.  Our plans are to purchase additional land adjacent to the campground and add the activity of trail riding through the woods on off road motorized vehicles.  The attached plat shows where the land connects and which areas we are asking for grant money to help purchase. After all three of the acreages are combined it will provide 810 acres of trails with diverse scenery through the woods. 
In addition to opening the campground with the trails to the public on Thursday through Sunday, the plan includes hosting day camps during the weekdays for various groups such as United Cerebral Palsy, Alta Pointe, Mission of Hope, Home of Grace, MARC, and other groups in this same sort of category.  The purpose of the day camp would just be to simply spend some leisure time enjoying the outdoors and maybe even have a picnic on the white sand beaches of the Escatawpa River.  They would be provided a tour of the trails on a four to six seater side by side and have the opportunity to explore the nature trails.  Even those with mobility needs would have access to the nature trails by means of a motorized off road wheelchair called an Action/tank chair.  Other groups such as the Boy Scouts, youth groups, day care groups, and etc. have already called and asked about setting up camping trips to Camp Courage. In the future the Boy Scouts want to help build tree house cabins to earn badges.
The community of Wilmer, Alabama will benefit economically from adding the activity of off road riding since it will result in more people purchasing gas, food and daily supplies.  In other rural areas where trails have opened additional businesses opened such as ATV, UTV, and motorcycle parts stores, off road dealerships, hotels/motels, gas stations, and restaurants.  
We truly appreciate this opportunity and the time you have all spent in looking over so many applications with so much information.  If you have any questions about any part of this application please call and we would be honored to speak with you about this venture. 
Sincerely,
Jeffrey and Cynthia Mizell

Camp Courage Adventure Park
251-725-2868
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