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1413 Hillyer Robinson Parkway

ggbﬁ?gN Anniston, AL 36207
CONSERVATION 256-835-0512, Ext 3
DISTRICT

Kathy McCrimmon, Chair

Jimmy Cheatwood, Vice-Chair

Doug Trantham

May 2, 2016

Bryan Hammonds

Alton Hall

Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs

Community and Economic Development Programs Division

Attention: Crvstal Davis, Recreation and Conservation Programs Manager
P. O. Box 5690 Montgomery AL 36103-5690

Dear Ms. Davis:

Please find enclosed the Calhoun County Conservation District’s application for the Recreational
Trails Program grant.

Also attached are letters from the City of Oxford, the Oxford Parks and Recreation Department, and the
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, and the Calhoun County Commission expressing their

commitment to participate in the outdoor recreational trails.

Our application will show that implementation of this grant will help provide outdoor recreational
opportunities for area residents and surrounding communities.

If you have any questions regarding our application, please feel free to contact our Grants Coordinator,
Ms. Jennifer Yates at (256} 835-7821, ext 3, or 256-499-8814.

Sincerely,

Kathy McCrimmon
Chairman

www.conservealabama.gov



FY2016 Recreational Trails Program

Pre-Application Form

Deadline: Noon, "I"uoﬂda_\', May 3, 2016

Applicant Information

Applicant's Name
(Organization)

Street Address
City

Zip Code
County

FEIN

Project Title (maximum of six
words)

Project Description (maximum
of 25 words)

Park Name

Park Address

City

Zip Code

GPS Coordinates of Project
Congressional District

State Senate District

Applicant's Chief Elected
Official, Director, or President

E-mail Address

|Calhoun Conservation District

{1413 Hillyer Robinson Industrial Parkway. Suite B

[Anniston | State

136207 |

|Calhoun I

[63-0743813 | DUNS Number [780875100 |

|Calhoun Conservation District Educational Trail

Trail Head, Outdoor Classroom, and Interpretive trail signage

[Choccolocco Park

[100 Leon Smith Parkway |
[Oxford | State
136207 |

[33%36' 22.2504" N - 85*47' 26.6767" W

3 |
|12 | House I40 l
Senate
District
[Kathy McCrimmon J
[calhounswed@gmail.com l Phone  [256-835-7821 |

Number



lJennifer Yates

lcalhounswed@gmail.com Phone  [256-499-8814

| | Trail Width |

|W00den benches, wood, metal, and plastic signage

O®00 ®0000

$94,240.00 ]

1$75.392.00 |

[$15.000.00 |

[$12,500.00 |

The City of Oxford plans to create a walking trail which will be located
within the newly opened Choccolocco Park. The proposed project will
provide residents and visitors a 3.2 mile walking trail along the west side
of the park that will also be linked to the proposed canoe trail, and the
outdoor classroom / amphitheater area.




The project feasibility is great as the City of Oxford owns the property
for the proposed outdoor classroom and educational trail. The areas will
be on the City’s property, and the city has agreed to partner with the
Conservation District to create the project. The City will maintain the
areas as they will be a part of Choccolocco Park. The plans are to create
an outdoor classroom area and interpretive signage along the trails. The
project will incorporate informational kiosks, and educational signage
highlighting safety information and significant historical and
conservation information.




The educational component at Choccolocco Park will provide residents
and visitors access to park amenities including picnic pavilions,
playgrounds, multi-purpose buildings, outdoor environmental education,
and the Veterans Memorial. The outdoor classroom will provide the
community with active and passive recreational opportunities offered by
the trail corridor thereby promoting physical and emotional wellbeing.




The proposed educational trial will encompass an outdoor classroom /
amphitheater area, interpretive signage along the park walking trial, and
an informational trail head. The outdoor classroom area will host school
groups, the Parks and Recreation Department summer camp students,
"Classroom in the Forest", Water Festivals, and various other events.
The Alabama Scenic River trail has agreed to help with educational
programs and will partner to teach canoe and kayak safety for adults and
children. The project will also work with the City of Oxford to
implement interpretive signage along a walking trial in Choccolocco
Park regarding the Native American Indians of the Choccolocco Creek
area, as well as environmental education about the area. A trail head is
planned and will house an informational kiosk regarding all trail
activities.




The outdoor environmental classroom / amphitheater area will be opened
at no charge to the public and will offer area's for guided nature walks,
Master Gardeners, 4 H Clubs, Classroom in the Forest, Wildlife Schools,
and many other conservation education events. The educational areas
will be connected to Choccolocco Park which will offer access to other
amenities including the boundless playground which is constructed for
physically handicapped adults and children. The Calhoun Conservation
District and the Choccolocco Creek Watershed Conservancy have
agreed to partner to teach classes on many soil and water topics
including but not limited to; Secrets of the Soil, Enviroscape
Demonstrations, Macroinvertebrates, etc.




Choccolocco Park will be hosting many events including but not limited
to; soccer, track, baseball, softball, disc golf, and rugby. These patrons
and their families will be able to take advantage of the park trails. The
outdoor education areas will provide the local community and out of
town patrons a variety of activities at Choccolocco Park. These outdoor
trails will help citizens to re-connect to nature and the wildlife therein.
Coordinated signage and mapping systems will guide users toward the
types of experiences they seek. The trails and the education / outreach
component should have a significant economic impact for the area.
They provide active and passive recreational activities for all ages,
thereby improving the quality of life for residents and visitors alike.




Choccolocco Park will be hosting many events at the park and the
revenues generated will help maintenance for the walking trail, canoe
trail, and the outdoor education interpretive trail. The creation of these
trails will enhance and expand the recreational opportunities available at
the park facility. The City of Oxford is committed to the success of the
park and all connected trails and future opportunities.




The City of Oxford is committed to the success of the park and all
connected trails and future opportunities. The education and outreach
programs offered will enhance and expand the recreational
opportunities available at the park facility. Choccolocco Park has
scheduled many park events, and these events will generate revenue for
the city. These revenues will be put back into the park budget for
operation and maintenance of all park amenities including all connected
trails, and outdoor areas.




8. The degree to which community involvement is addressed: i.e., (A) Project idea originated with

trail users or a community group that has substantial knowledge, and (B) The private sector (including
individual citizens, community groups, or local business enterprises) has participated in the
development of the proposed idea and has made commitments of labor, money, or materials to support
proposed implementation. (Key Consideration: The objective is to determine if the project is responding to
citizen-identified needs. The }‘!i'it!l‘il_\ of the i‘-l'l}_IEL'L'j. to users 1s evidenced by citizen support for the idea.
Maximum points will be awarded to applicants demonstrating that the project concept was originally
proposed at the grassroots level and. especially. for extensive citizen or private organization involvement in
project development and support in project implementation. Maximum points will be awarded to applicants
demonstrating extensive involvement and participation from citizens and interest groups during all phases of

application development and commitments beyond.) 10 Points Available

imit 1.000 Characters . . .. . .
it £ R e The outdoor classroom and associated trails originated with the City of

Oxford Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, and the Choccolocco Park
Committee. The citizens on the advisory board suggested the creation of
the trails and met with the park committee to help guide the process for
the enhancement and expansion for the trails. The Parks and Recreation
Department and advisory board has partnered with the Calhoun
Conservation District and the Choccolocco Creek Watershed
Conservancy on other projects and the educational component fit
perfectly with the goals and objectives of the project.




The outdoor classroom will be operated and managed as a part of the
Parks and Recreation Department. The maintenance for the education
areas will include the grounds maintenance, and the up-keep and repair
of the all educational areas. All associated costs will be included in the
Choccolocco Park Budget. The hours of operation will be from 5:00
a.m. until 8:00 p.m., which will be the designated parks hours.




10. Identify and describe the service area of the project. Approximately how many people do you
propose to serve with this project? Identify other trail resources in the service area by trail type
(motorized, non-motorized, multi-use), distance, location in relation to the proposed trail, and
ownership. (Key Consideration: The RTP was created to address trail needs in the urban and rural areas of
the state. In order to assess the need for additional trails it is first necessary to identify the quantity and
location of existing resources within the service area. It is also necessary to establish a service area — either
population or resource based. For example. a population based service area could be a neighborhood. school
district. or political jurisdiction whereas. a resource based service area might be defined along a lincar
greenway. water course. or unique natural/cultural arca. However. in both instances. an estimate of the

number of beneficiaries should be provided.) 10 Points Available

imit 1.000 Characters . . ;
Fan hacsicn There are currently no public outdoor classroom areas within a 40 miles

radius. This outdoor recreation area will also be connected to a planned
canoe trail, and walking trail. All educational components will be
connected to other park amenities, and the project will cover
approximately 43,786 households in the Oxford and Anniston area,
while the county has approximately 116,000 in population.




The City of Oxford plans to maintain all trails and education areas in
perpetuity as it will be connected to Choccolocco Park. The west side of
the park is in a restricted conservation easement and will remain as
green-space in perpetuity. Permanently preserving this floodplain as
green-space can provide a number of benefits: improve floodplain
connectivity, provide flood storage that can lessen future flood impacts,
reduce non-point source pollution, provide compatible recreational
opportunities, provide wildlife habitat, preserve stream base flow during
drought times, and educate the community on the importance of
floodplain management.




lotal Project Cost [$94,240.00 |

[$75.392.00 |
[ | b
IKathy McCrimmon |

History and Purpose

The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) is a federal grant program authorized by Congress for the
purpose of providing states, local governments, and private sector organizations with funds to
acquire lands and develop and/or improve trail and trail-related resources.

Allocation of Funds for the 2016 Funding Cycle

The RTP funds are appropriated by Congress to the U. S. Department of Transportation, Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA), and FHWA allocates the funds through state agencies as a grants
program to sub-grantees. Alabama’s allocation to sub-grantees in the 2016 funding cycle will be
approximately $1,609,000.

Division of Available Funds
The maximum grant amount by trail type is $35,000 for non-motorized, single-use trails; $100,000
for non-motorized, diverse-use trails; $524,936 for motorized trails, or $87,489 for education.

Thirty percent of Alabama’s RTP funds must be used for motorized trail uses, 30 percent for non-
motorized trail uses, and 40 percent for diverse trail uses. Diverse motorized projects (such as ATV
and motorcycle) or diverse non-motorized projects (such as pedestrian and equestrian) may satisfy
two of these categories at the same time. The State encourages applicants to consider projects
that benefit both motorized and non-motorized users, such as common trailhead facilities.



Executive Summary of Proposed Activity

Proposed Project Activity

The purpose of the Calhoun County Soil and Water Conservation
District’s grant proposal is to help provide outdoor recreational opportunities
while also providing educational outreach opportunities for area residents
surrounding communities, and out of town patrons visiting the area.

The goal of the program will be to create outdoor classroom areas which
will be connected to the west side of the newly opened Choccolocco Park, and
the planned walking and canoe trials.

The creation of the outdoor classroom component will increase the active
and passive recreational opportunities offered by the surrounding trail corridor
thereby promoting physical and emotional wellness.

The education project will provide a unique outdoors opportunity, while
also increasing public awareness about the value of our natural resources and
build a greater constituency for conservation issues.

The program is requesting $75,394.00 from the Recreation Trails Program
to cover expenses associated with the development of the outdoor classroom
areas, and educational material to be distributed. A breakdown of the planned

expenses can be found in Table 1- Summary of Project Costs (pg 5)

Recreational Trails Program Application 2016



Executive Summary of Proposed Activity
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Recreational Trails Program Application 2016



Trail Location - Choccolocco Park

Current Trails in the Area and Outdoor Classroom Location

There is currently only one public outdoor classroom area within a 30 mile
radius. This outdoor classroom will also be connected to a planned walking and
canoe trail that will also be connected to Choccolocco Park. The area will have
access for Classroom in the Forest, Creek Week, Renew Our Rivers, Earth Day at
the Park, and many other events planned for the outdoor education areas. The
Alabama Scenic River Trail has agreed to help teach canoe and kayak safety at
the outdoor education area.

The outdoor classroom will be located on the west side of the newly
opened Choccolocco Park in Oxford, AL. Choccolocco Park is located on Leon
Smith Parkway which is only one mile south from Exit 188 off of I-20 in Oxford,
AL. The trail is located within a half of a mile of The Exchange shopping on
Leon Smith Parkway.

Population of Surrounding Areas

The trail project will cover approximately 43,786 households in the Oxford
and Anniston area, and 116,763 in Calhoun County.

Recreational Trails Program Grant Application 2016



Proposed Outdoor Education

Partners Included in the Project

The Calhoun County Soil and Water Conservation District, and the City of
Oxford have agreed to partner together to establish an outdoor classroom area,
and to also to establish an educational trail head, and interpretive signage along

area trails.

Regional Area Education and Qutreach

Grant funds for the proposed project will provide for safety brochures,
educational material, kiosks, and interpretive signage for the outdoor area. The
grant funds will also be used to provide residents with educational and safety
workshops and informational rack cards regarding the trails, the hours of
operation, and special events planned for the park and trails.

The partners plan to host education and outreach program days which
will be scheduled during strategic events in the regional area to include but not
limited to summer day camps, Earth Day events, Renew Our Rivers clean-ups, and
Creek Week.

The events will also incorporate the Chambers of Commerce, and other
area organizations for optimal marketing potential of the events. The events will
be posted in the newspaper, and all social media outlets available including
websites, Facebook, Twitter, etc.

The Calhoun County Soil and Water District is part of the Community
Improvement Committee at the Chamber of Commerce where they partner to
host three community clean-up events each year. The district helps sponsor
these events and will work to incorporate the outdoor classroom areas into all
events.

The Conservation District also participates in Classroom in the Forest,
(partnering with Alabama Forestry Commission, Alabama Treasured Forest
Association, and the Alabama Cooperative Extension System) and the outdoor

classrooms and interpretive signage along the trails would be incorporated into

Recreational Trails Program Grant Application 2016



Proposed Outdoor Education

this program. (The Partner Commitment letters from the Soil and Water
Conservation Districts, City of Oxford Parks and Recreation, and City of Anniston are
found in Appendix E).

The districts participate in Worlds of Work Career Expo for all 8t graders
in Calhoun, Cleburne, and Talladega counties where approximately 2,000
students visit the Ag and Conservation World. The outdoor classroom area
would be an ideal location for these students.

The outdoor education areas will also accommodate for wheelchairs and
be connected to Choccolocco Park which will be incorporating a boundless

playground for the physically impaired.

Educational Project Goals

The program will set an initial goal of contacting 500 per special event and

hosting quarterly safety and conservation education and awareness.

Program Activity Reports

All invoices and documents regarding the project milestones will be

maintained according to all reporting requirements.

Recreational Trails Program Grant Application 2016



Summary of Project Expenses

Educational Trail Expenses

Table 1 - Project Costs

Expense Price

Trail and Park Safety Education Brochures for the Canoe Trail $3,200.00
Watershed and Conservation Educational Brochures $3,200.00
Greenspace and Storm Water Education Brochures $3,200.00
Trail Head Kiosk - (Information regarding Walking trail, canoe

trail, safety and conservation education $32,640.00
Walking Trail, Canoe Trail, Native American Indian, Safety and

Education Trail - various signage along the trails $28,500.00
Benches and signage for the Outdoor Classroom / Amphitheater $23,500.00

FUNDS REQUESTED: $ 94,240.00

Recreational Trails Program Application 2016



APPENDIX A

SITE PLAN
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APPENDIX B

LOCATION MAP
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APPENDIX C

LEGAL DESCRIPTION



% Tax Assessment Report

Parcel Number: 21-08-28-4-001-001.001 Tax Year. 2016
Pin Number: 15799

Owner Information:

Owner: OXFORD CITY OF

Property Address: 0SOOF 120
Mailing Address: PO BOX 3383
OXFORD, AL 36203
Value and Tax Information: Assessed values are subject to change until permanent abstract is printed on September 2016

Current Use Value: $0 Total Appraised Value: $472 580

Improvement Value: $0 Assessed Value: $47,260
Land Value: $472,580 Exemption:
2015 Taxes Due: $0.00 2015 Taxes Paid: $0.00

Land Information:
Lot Dimensions:. | Calculaled Acres: 116.98
Tax District: Oxford

Legal Description:
SEC 28 TSP -1_6_S_E G_E SE1.J’4 LYING S OF CHOC(-.‘.-O-I:SEC;S(.3.R-EEKOXFORD AL -
Subdivision Name:

Plat Book / Page:

Sales Information:

Date Sale Price Grantee | Deed Book | Deed Page |
1112006 S0 ANNEXATION ORDINANCE #2006-21 3087 0000690
3/2006 '$0 'OXFORD CITY OF 3074 0000660

4/1983 $10000 HUGGHINS MCRHEE (WD) o - 1579 00477
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S e Tax Assessment Report
..?‘:‘:f':.;"l. “-,‘.
Parcel Number: 21-08-27-0-000-011.000 Tax Year. 2018

Pin Number: 64773
Owner Information:
Owner: OXFORD CITY O-F o | - Propeny Address: 0 LEON SMITH PKWY B
Mailing Address: PO BOX 3383
OXFORD, AL 36203

Value and Tax Information: Assessed values are subject to change until permanent abstract is printed on September 2016

Current Use Value: $0 Total Appraised Value: $501,560

Improvement Value: $0 Assessed Value: 350,160
Land Value: $501,560 Exemption:
2015 Taxes Due: $0.00 2015 Taxes Paid: $0.00

Land Information:
Lot Dimensions: Calculated Acres: 123.21
Tax District: Oxford

Legal Description:

SEC 27 TSP16SRBE BEG SW COR SEC 27 TH N 2210 E 1650SE 154 SW 335 SE 1555 S 163 SE 1545 W 1370 N 207.51 W
253.9SW 416.4 S 119.7 W 2160 TO POB LESS & EXCEPT RD ROW

Subdivision Name:
Plat Book / Page:

Sales Information:

| Date SalePrice [ ~ Grantee Deed Book | Deed Page
11/2006 0 | ANNEXATION ORDINANCE #2006-21 3087 0000690
3/2006 's0 'OXFORD CITY OF 13074 0000660
4/1983 1$10,000 ' HUGGHINS MCRHEE (WD) ' 1579 100477

711962 $0 'DAVIS H G (WD) 1117 1336






APPENDIX D

SAM.gov REGISTRATION



View Details - Entity Overview | System for Award Management

Entity
Dashljgardj

SAM | System for Award Management L0

Entity Overview

Entity Information

Name: CALHOUN, COUNTY OF
Doing Business As: CALHOUN COUNTY SOIL & WATER
Business Type: US State Government
POC Name: Jennifer Yates
Registration Status: Active
Activation Date: 04/25/201F
Expiration Date: 04/28/2017

Exclusions

Active Exclusion Records? No

1BM v1.P.46.20160226-1435

v FAPIIS

Note to all Users: This is a Federal Government computer
system. Use of this system constitutes consent to momitoring at all

times.

Page 1 of 1

USA.qov

https://www.sam.gov/portal/SAM/?navigationalstate=JBPNS rO0ABXdcACJqYXZheC5m... 5/1/2016



APPENDIX E

LETTERS OF SUPPORT



CALHOUN COUNTY COMMISSION
1702 NOBLE STREET., SUITE 103
ANNISTON, ALABAMA 36201
TELEFHONE (256) 241-2800
Fax (256) 231-1744

COMMISSIONERS

KENNETH L. JOINER
FRED WILSON County Administrator
District 1

TIM HODGES THOMAS M. SOWA
District 2 County Attorney
DON HUDSON
Diistrict 3

J.D.HESS
District 4

RUDY ABBOTT

District 5 April 28, 2016

Calhoun County Soil and Water Conservation District
1413 Hillyer Robinson Industrial Parkway
Anniston, AL 36207

Dear Chairman McCrimmon:

The Calhoun County Commission is pleased to provide support for your outdoor
recreation and education opportunities for the newly opened Choccolocco Park. The
facility and proposed trails will offer significant economic impact for our area.

Please let us know how and when we can help with the planning process. We look
forward to working with you on this and future projects.

Sincerely,

Don Hudson
Director
City of Oxford Parks and Recreation Department



USD United States

ﬁ Department of

Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service
1413 Hillyer Robinson Parkway, Suite B
Anniston, AL 36207

April 27, 2016

Calhoun County Soil and Water Conservation District
1413 Hillyer Robinson Industrial Parkway
Anniston, AL 36207

Dear Chairman McCrimmon:

The Natural Resources Conservation Service office is glad to help with planning for your
outdoor trails and classroom area. This program will be a great conservation education and
outreach tool for our community and we are pleased to be a part of the process.

Our office is looking forward to working with you and the other partners on this project and we
plan to work with you in the future.

Sincerely,

Joy act26

Jody Burdette
District Conservationist
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service

Helping People Help the Land

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



MAYOR:

ity of Oxford Leon Smith

145 HAMRIC DRIVE EAST CITY CLERK:
P.O. BOX 3383 » OXFORD, ALABAMA 36203 Shirlev Hens
WWW.OXFORDALABAMA.ORG y Henson

ALTON CRAEFT CITY COUNCIL:
Steven Waits

Phil Gardner
Charlotte Hubbard
Mike Henderson

City Treasurer

April 27, 2016

Calhoun County Soil and Water Conservation District
1413 Hillyer Robinson Industrial Parkway
Anniston, AL 36207

Dear Chairman McCrimmon:

The City of Oxford is pleased to be partnering on the Choccolocco Park Walking Trail
Greenspace Project. This project will offer our residents and visitors many outdoor
recreational opportunities while also protecting our communities and residents from harm
and property loss associated with flooding.

The trails will be maintained through our Parks and Recreation Department after they
are completed.

We look forward to working with you on this project and hope to work with you in the
future.

Sincerely,

=y

Alton Craft
Finance Director
City of Oxford



Oxford Parks And Recreation Department

P.O. Box 3383 « Oxford, Alabama 36203

LEON SMITH
DIRECTOR Mayor CITY COUNCIL:
Don Hudson Phil Gardner
(256) 831-2660 Charlotte Hubbard

Mike Henderson
Chris Spurlin
Steven Waits

April 28,2016

Calhoun County Soil and Water Conservation District
1413 Hillyer Robinson Industrial Parkway
Anniston, AL 36207

Dear Chairman McCrimmon;

Thank you for the opportunity for the City of Oxford, and the Parks and Recreation
Department to be a partner with the Calhoun County Conservation District in creating a
walking trail and outdoor classroom area. These projects will be an asset in a protected
greenspace area of Choccolocco Park.

The Parks and Recreation Department is pleased with being included in the grant
opportunity and is looking forward to great conservation education opportunities.

It is our understanding that the trails will be maintained through our department after they

are developed.

Sincerely,

@%M

Don Hudson
Director
City of Oxford Parks and Recreation Department



