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Riley Awards $109,700 to Aid Domestic Violence Victims

in Madison County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $109,700 grant to the Madison County Commission to continue a program that assists victims of domestic violence throughout the legal process.

Known as the Prosecution Coordinated Enhanced Response to Domestic Violence, the program utilizes specially trained personnel to investigate and prosecute cases of domestic violence and ensure the safety of victims before, during and after trials.

“Victims of domestic violence need professional assistance to deal not only with the trauma of abuse, but also with the stress involved in seeking justice through the legal system,” Riley said. “I commend this response program for providing victims with important services they need and deserve.”

The unit is a combined effort of the district attorney’s office, the sheriff’s department, the circuit clerk’s office and the Suspended Work Release Program.  The participating agencies work with Hope Place and the Huntsville Police Department and its Domestic Violence Task Force to address the problem of domestic violence in Madison County.  The unit prosecuted 370 cases of domestic violence in 2003.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mike Gillespie, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $36,566 will supplement the grant.
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