Frequently Asked Questions

1.  Why are there duplicate block groups? 

The census tract/block group combinations are often duplicated and this occurs when a block group splits any type of a boundary defined by the Census Bureau. Some of those boundaries include places, county subdivisions, voting districts and council districts. When you come across a set of identical tract/block groups that are within the boundaries you want, you should add the values (except one) to obtain the total for that census tract/block group. The one variable you cannot add is the low/mod percentage (LOWMODPCT). This must be calculated by dividing the LOWMOD by LOWMODUNIV.  Low/Mod data has been summarized at the block group level within each grantee's jurisdiction.


2.  Can I link the low/mod data with other Census data? 


Yes! The low/mod data includes the LOGRECNO, which is the key field used to link the geography to all Census SF3 tables. 


3.  Why is the LOWMODUNIV sometimes greater than POP100? 


The POP100 represents the 100% population count for that geographic area. This value is taken from the Census Bureau's SF1 tables, which is the information derived from the Census "short form." But because income data is not on the SF1 tables, we use the SF3 tables, or the info derived from the Census "long form." (The POP100 data field is put on the low/mod data tables for information and reference only.) Because the long form went to, on average, 1 in 6 households, the population count on the SF3 tables is estimated, and as a result, the population counts for the same piece of geography is very often different in the Census Bureau's SF1 and SF3 tables. Additional information on this can be found on the Census Bureau's website. 


4.  Why is the LOWMODUNIV sometimes significantly lower than POP100? 


CPD uses the Census Bureau's definition of persons eligible, which removes persons in group housing such as college students, jails and nursing homes. There are some block groups in which a significant portion, and sometimes all, of the population is within group housing. For example, if a block group has a 100% population count (POP100) of 2,200 persons, and 1,500 of those persons are in group housing, the LOWMODUNIV would be 700. 


5.  Why does the total of the LOW and VLOW values sometimes add up to more than the MOD total? 

There are 6 different sets of data elements which provide counts at the moderate, the low, and the very-low income levels. These are FAM (number of family households), NFAM (number of non-family households), HH (number of households), FAMP (number of persons in family households), NFAMP (number of persons in non-family households), and P (persons). 

Each of these sets of data are cumulative. For example, PVLOW contains the count of all persons below the 30% income threshold; PLOW contains the count of all persons below the 50% income level; and PMOD contains the count of all persons below the 80% income level. Therefore, if you add PMOD+PLOW+PVLOW, you would double count the persons who are low income and triple count the persons who are very low income. 

6.  When does the LOWMOD data change? 


There are two types of updates. The first change is an annual update which re-associates every one of the split block groups (almost 400,000 nationally!) to the CDBG grantees based on their participation each fiscal year. This update does not change the low/mod values. 

The other type of change occurs infrequently. The values of the low/mod data are recalculated only when income values change. Historically, this has occurred with the release of new decennial census data. 

7.  Can I get LOWMOD data at the block level? 


The low/mod data is calculated at the split block group level, specifically at the Census SF3 SUMLEV 090 level. The low/mod data cannot be generated at the block level because income data is not available at the block level. 

  
8.  What do all the column headers mean? 

Data Dictionary for the Low and Moderate Income Summary Data


CDBGUOGID:  The CDBG Unit of Government Identification Code. This is a HUD assigned identifier to each grantee. The first two characters of the CDBGUOGID is the Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) numeric state code; the last 4 characters of the CDBGUOGID is the HUD Place Code. 


CDBGNAME:  The name of the CDBG formula program jurisdiction that covers this area CDBGTYPE Metropolitan Cities are "51" (principal city) and "52" (other city). Urban Counties are "66", and States are "22". 


STUSAB:  The alpha Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) state abbreviation 


LOGRECNO:  This is the state abbreviation and the Logical Record Number for the area in Census Bureau Summary File 3. This field may be used to link the split block group to all Census Bureau Summary File 3 data files. 


STATE:  The numeric Federal Information Process Standards (FIPS) state code 


COUNTY:  The numeric Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) county code 


COUNTYNAME:  The name of the county 


COUSUB:  The numeric Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) county subdivision code 


COUSUBNAME:  The name of the county subdivision 


PLACE:  The Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) numeric city/place code 


PLACENAME:  The name of the place 


TRACT:  The numeric code for the census tract. In other publications or reports, the code sometimes appears as a 2 digit decimal XXXX.XX. 


BLKGRP:  The block group code 


LOWMOD:  The count of Low Mod Persons. Synonym for PMOD. 


LOWMODUNIV:  Persons with the potential for being deemed Low Mod. Use as the denominator for MOD, LOW, and VLOW %'s. 


LOWMODPCT:  The percentage of persons who are of low/moderate income; calculated by LOWMOD/LOWMODUNIV times 100 


MSACMSA:  Metropolitan Statistical Area/Consolidated Metropolitan Area Code 

CMSA:  Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical Area Code 

PMSA:  Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area 

MA:  Metropolitan Area Code 

MANAME:  Metropolitan Area Name 

POP100:  The 100% count of population for the area from the 2000 census 

HU100:  The 100% count of housing units for the area from the 2000 census 

FAMUNIV:  The total number of family households 

FAMMOD:  Number of family households below the moderate-income threshold for the area 

FAMLOW:  Number of family households below the low-income threshold for the area 

FAMVLOW:  Number of family households below the very low-income threshold for the area 

NFAMMOD:  Number of non-family households below the moderate-income threshold for the area 

NFAMLOW:  Number of non-family households below the low-income threshold for the area 

NFAMVLOW:  Number of non-family households below the very low-income threshold for the area 

HHMOD:  The number moderate-income households; calculated by FAMMOD + NFAMMOD 

HHLOW:  The number low-income households; calculated by FAMLOW + NFAMLOW 

HHVLOW:  The number very low-income households; calculated by FAMVLOW + NFAMVLOW 

FAMPMOD:  Persons in family households below the moderate-income threshold for the area 

FAMPLOW:  Persons in family households below the low-income threshold for the area 

FAMPVLOW:  Persons in family households below the very low-income threshold for the area 

NFAMPMOD:  Persons in non-family households below the moderate-income threshold for the area 

NFAMPLOW:  Persons in non-family households below the low-income threshold for the area 

NFAMPVLOW:  Persons in non-family households below the very low-income threshold for the area
 
PMOD:  The total number of persons below the moderate-income threshold. Synonym for LOWMOD; calculated by FAMPMOD + NFAMPMOD 

PLOW:  The total number of persons below the low-income threshold; calculated by FAMPLOW + NFAMPLOW 

PVLOW:  The total number of persons below the very low-income threshold; calculated by FAMPVLOW + NFAMPLOW 

