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Bentley awards grants to help abuse victims in west Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Grants awarded by Gov. Robert Bentley will support three nonprofit organizations that give a helping hand to abuse victims in 14 west Alabama counties.


The grants, totaling $51,001, will help fund professional services that are provided at no cost to victims of child abuse and domestic violence. 


“Abuse victims often face a long road to recovery,” Bentley said. “I commend the staffs and volunteers of these organizations for working day after day to help victims start and continue the recovery process.”  

A $21,001 grant will help the Central Alabama Regional Children’s Advocacy Center assist child abuse victims in Bibb, Dallas, Hale, Perry and Wilcox counties. The center interviews young victims in a child-friendly, non-threatening environment. Victims provide the details of their abuse only one time, instead of recounting it several times to many different agencies. Victims also can receive counseling and attend support groups.

The Selma and Blackbelt Regional Abuse Sanctuary, or SABRA, will use a $15,000 grant to provide safe shelter, counseling and other services for domestic violence victims in Dallas, Perry and Wilcox counties. 


A $15,000 grant to Turning Point will help fund an advocate to assist domestic violence victims in Bibb, Fayette, Greene, Hale, Lamar, Marengo, Pickens, Sumter and Tuscaloosa counties. The advocate helps victims understand the criminal justice process and accompanies victims to court. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department.
Bentley notified Joe Nabors, president of the Alabama Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers, Paula Robertson, chairperson of SABRA’s board, and John Mize, president of Turning Point’s board, that the grants had been awarded.
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