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Bentley grant enables family violence prosecution program 

to purchase needed equipment
MONTGOMERY—A program that prosecutes domestic violence cases and assists victims in Marion and Winston counties is obtaining some needed equipment with the help of a $20,484 grant awarded by Gov. Robert Bentley.  

The Marion County Family Violence Program is purchasing a bulletproof vest and office equipment needed by the investigator and two prosecutors who handle domestic violence cases.  Program officials say that recent funding reductions have made it difficult to meet equipment needs.

“The professionals who work to obtain justice for victims must have adequate equipment to perform their jobs,” Bentley said. “I am pleased to provide this assistance to the Family Violence Program.”


The unit is purchasing a new laptop computer for one of the prosecutors to prepare and store important case documents for court use. Program officials say the prosecutor’s current computer is out-of-date, malfunctions frequently and is unreliable. 


The unit will purchase a bulletproof vest and desk for the investigator and also some chairs to provide a suitable environment for witnesses and victims who visit the unit’s new office in Winston County.


In a typical year, the program’s staff help obtain more than 80 protection orders. Last year they also handled 22 felony and 405 misdemeanor domestic violence cases.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department.
Bentley informed Mike Davis, chairman of the Marion County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $6,828 are supplementing the award.
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