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Bentley grants help domestic violence crime units

 in Madison County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded two grants totaling $125,350 to support the operations of two specialized units dedicated to obtaining justice for domestic violence victims in Madison County.



 A $92,650 grant to the Madison County Commission will enable the county’s Domestic Violence Prosecution Enhancement Unit to continue its work, and a $32,700 grant will assist the city of Madison’s Police and Prosecutor’s Domestic Violence Unit.


“Domestic violence is a tragic crime that damages lives,” Bentley said. “I am pleased to support these programs that seek justice for victims and provide assistance while their cases are being tried.”


Specially trained personnel with the county unit investigate and prosecute domestic violence cases and ensure the safety of victims before, during and after trials. The group is a joint effort of the district attorney’s office, the sheriff’s department and the circuit clerk’s office. 


The city of Madison established it’s unit in 1998 to investigate and prosecute all domestic violence cases within the city. A police investigator and a city prosecutor work together on the cases.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available by the U.S. Department of Justice.
Bentley notified Mike Gillespie, chairman of the County Commission, and Madison Mayor Paul Finley that the grants had been approved. Matching funds of $30,883 will supplement the county’s program, and $10,900 will supplement the award for the city’s Domestic Violence Unit.
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