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Bentley Awards Grant Teach Juvenile Offenders Responsible Behavior
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded a $13,333 grant to the Geneva County Children’s Non-Profit Council to help continue an alternative to incarceration program for juvenile offenders in Geneva County.

The council’s Empowering Youth with Responsible Behavior Program helps court-ordered juvenile participants change their behavior by improving their problem-solving and decision-making skills.

The program’s goal is to reduce the number of juveniles incarcerated each year in the county and to decrease the amount of repeat juvenile offenders. 

“Helping our young people make positive choices is an important step for their future and Alabama’s future,” Bentley said. “This program helps troubled youth find better ways to solve their problems.”

The council is partnered with agencies such as the Youth Enrichment Services Program, the state Department of Education, Alfred Saliba Family Services Center and other agencies to provide the services of the program.


The classroom program is conducted four times a year, with each session lasting 10 weeks. Classes meet once a week for four hours. The classes focus on improving relationships between youth and parents, showing respect to others, avoiding criminal behavior, driving safely and more. Participants are evaluated at the beginning and end of the course to track their progress.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.

Bentley notified Kenneth Ball, council chairman, that the grant had been approved.
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