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Bentley Awards Grant to Aid At-Risk Youth in Walker County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded a $67,626 grant to a program designed to educate and provide support to troubled youth and their families in Walker County.

The Parent Project of Walker County, a program of the Walker County Children’s Policy Council, works with parents and children to identify, prevent and handle delinquent behaviors such as poor school performance, substance abuse and violence. The 10-week course is designed for parents of children ages 11 and older referred to the program by courts, schools and other community agencies. 

“Children need positive guidance to help them become productive citizens,” Bentley said. “This program gives parents the tools and knowledge they need to provide that guidance for their children.”

A family enters the Parent Project after the child completes the 10-week Tackling the Tough Skills course, another Children’s Policy Council program to help troubled youth develop critical thinking and problem solving skills through team work.

After completing the course, children should understand the dangers of drugs and peer pressure and how to make more positive decisions. Parents will learn how to create a more supportive family environment for their children.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available by the U.S. Department of Justice.

Bentley notified Henry Allred, chairman of the Children’s Policy Council, that the grant had been approved.
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