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Bentley Awards $684,300 to Support Fight Against Illegal Drugs

 in Region
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded grants totaling $684,300 to combat illegal drugs and drug-related violent crime in 10 counties primarily in west Alabama.



The funding will support four drug task forces that operate in Bibb, Dallas, Fayette, Hale, Lamar, Perry, Pickens, Shelby, Tuscaloosa and Wilcox counties. The task forces conduct undercover operations to arrest and prosecute drug offenders, find and dismantle dangerous methamphetamine laboratories and assist with other violent crime investigations.



“We must remain aggressive in our battle against illegal drugs,” Bentley said. “I commend the agents of these drug task forces for their efforts to put the sellers and distributors of illegal drugs behind bars.”



A $220,000 grant will support the continued operations of the Shelby County Drug Enforcement Task Force. Established in 2004, the task force is made up of officers from five law enforcement agencies and a full-time prosecutor from the District Attorney’s Office. Local matching funds of $73,333 have been committed to the task force.


The city of Tuscaloosa will use a $210,000 grant to continue the Tuscaloosa Metro Drug Enforcement Unit. The multi-agency unit coordinates drug enforcement efforts in Tuscaloosa County. Local matching funds of $70,000 have been committed to the unit.


With a $131,000 grant, the Fourth Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force will continue investigating and prosecuting drug cases in Bibb, Dallas, Hale, Perry and Wilcox counties. The unit includes a field director, two agents and an assistant district attorney. Local matching funds of $43,666 have been committed to the task force.

A $123,300 grant will help continue the operations of the 24th Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force in Fayette, Lamar and Pickens counties. A joint effort of county and municipal governments and the District Attorney’s Office, the task force coordinates drug and violent crime investigations in the three counties. Local matching funds of $41,100 have been committed to the task force.


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department.
Bentley notified Shelby County Manager Alex Dudchock, Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt Maddox and commission chairmen Kim Ballard of Dallas County and Ted Ezelle of Pickens County that the grants had been approved.
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