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Bentley Awards $678,701 to Support Drug Task Forces

 in South Alabama
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded grants totaling $678,701 to combat illegal drugs and drug-related violent crime in seven south Alabama counties.



The funding will help support five drug task forces that operate in Baldwin, Choctaw, Clarke, Covington, Escambia, Mobile and Washington counties. The task forces conduct undercover operations to arrest and prosecute drug offenders, find and dismantle dangerous methamphetamine laboratories and assist with other violent crime investigations.



“Illegal drugs are a destructive force that damages lives and communities,” Bentley said. “I commend the agents of these task forces for their dedication to protecting Alabama families by removing drugs and drug offenders from our neighborhoods.”



A $170,000 grant will help continue the operations of the Baldwin County Drug Task Force, a joint operation of the county Sheriff’s Office and the police departments of Bay Minette, Daphne, Gulf Shores, Foley and Loxley. Local matching funds of $56,666 have been committed to the unit.


With a $102,551 grant, Task Force One will continue investigating all narcotics cases in Clarke, Choctaw and Washington counties. The task force, established in 1990, works with local police departments and sheriff’s departments to enforce drug laws. Local matching funds of $34,183 have been committed to the unit.


The 22nd Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force will use a $98,800 grant to continue its operations and investigations in Covington County. Formed in 2000, the unit comprises five investigators from the county Sheriff’s Office and the police departments of Andalusia and Opp and, one prosecutor from the District Attorney’s Office. Local matching funds of $32,933 have been committed to the unit.


A $97,350 grant will help continue the 21st Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force in Escambia County. The unit comprises members of the District Attorney’s Office, Sheriff’s Department and multiple police departments within the county. Matching funds of $32,450 will supplement the grant.


With a $210,000 grant, the Mobile County Street Enforcement Narcotics Team will continue its operations. Representatives of 13 law enforcement agencies compose the unit. Local matching funds of $70,000 have been committed to the unit.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department.
Bentley notified Mobile Mayor Sam Jones and commission chairmen Frank Burt Jr. of Baldwin County, Tyrone Moye of Clarke County, Lynn Sasser of Covington County and David Stokes of Escambia County that the grants had been approved.
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