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Bentley Awards Grants to Help Create Jobs in Marion County
A $750,000 Grant Will Help Rebuild Wrangler Facility Destroyed by Tornado
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded more than $1 million in Community Development Block Grants to help create and preserve jobs in three Marion County municipalities, including Hackleburg where a tornado destroyed the facilities of its largest employer last spring.   

Bentley awarded $750,000 for the rebuilding of the Wrangler Distribution Center in Hackleburg that was destroyed April 27. Rebuilding the center will preserve 150 jobs and help the company add 50 additional jobs after the new center is open. 
Bentley also awarded $191,240 to the city of Winfield and $117,956 to the city of Hamilton to enable Country Place Senior Living to build an assisted living facility in each city, creating 51 jobs. 

“Helping provide Alabamians with job opportunities is always the priority of my administration, but these grants have special significance,” Bentley said. “The rebuilding of the Wrangler Distribution Center in Hackleburg is a signal that Alabamians can not only survive adversity, but rise above it. Constructing these two assisted living facilities will provide a needed service while creating new jobs that will further strengthen the Marion County economy.”

CDBG funding to Hackleburg will be used to repair two tornado-damaged water tanks and install new water lines to provide service and fire protection for the Wrangler facility. The grant also will enable testing and repair of the concrete foundation that remains from the old distribution center. 

Wrangler’s new 262,000-square-foot warehouse will cost $19 million and will be 57,000 square feet larger than the destroyed building. 

The grant awarded to Winfield will be used to widen and resurface Tahoe Road from Medical Drive to Alabama Highway 118 where Country Place will build a 16,000-square-foot facility with 22 suites. The business will employ 27 people. 

In Hamilton, the CDBG funds will be used to provide city water and sewer service for a 16,000-square foot assisted living facility that will be built on Nice Street. Country Place in Hamilton will employ 24 people.  

The grants are being administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. 
CDBG funds are allocated to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. ADECA reviews grant applications and determines which projects to recommend to the governor for approval. 
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