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Bentley Awards Funding for Russellville Downtown Study

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded a $40,000 grant to help the city of Russellville toss a lifeline to its sinking commercial and residential downtown area by creating a plan for revitalization.  

The city will use funding from the Community Development Block Grant planning program to develop strategies to preserve and strengthen its downtown. Like many cities, Russellville’s downtown has lost businesses and residents as growth shifts to surrounding neighborhoods. 
“Planning grants help local governments to establish reachable goals and outline methods of achievement,” Bentley said. “I am confident this study will help community leaders to improve the quality of life for all Russellville residents.”

The plan will outline reasons for the decline of downtown and examine methods for revitalization. Components of the plan will focus on infrastructure, access and circulation, economic potential, appeal and aesthetics, recreation needs and zoning regulations.   

The city has pledged $10,000 in local funding for the project. 

Bentley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Bentley informed Mayor Troy B. Oliver that the grant had been approved. 
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