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Bentley Awards $95,000 to Combat Illegal Drugs in Marion County 
MONTGOMERY—A law enforcement unit fighting the flow of illegal drugs through Marion County recently gained additional help with a $95,000 grant from Gov. Robert Bentley.

The Marion County Drug Task Force, a multi-jurisdictional unit, investigates cases involving illegal drugs that are distributed and used locally as well as those smuggled across the county to larger markets.

“Our communities’ safety relies on the vigilance of law enforcement officers to combat illegal drug activity,” Bentley said. “I commend the officers and officials of this task force for their efforts to make Marion County a safer place to live and raise a family.”

In addition to its own investigations, the task force participates in joint investigations with law enforcement agencies in neighboring counties and state agencies.

The agents also locate, dismantle and clean up methamphetamine labs and dumpsites in the county.


In the last year the task force has initiated several new cases against drug traffickers along U.S. Highway 78. Task force officials suspect the highway, which will eventually become Interstate 22, is a major route for narcotics coming from Mexico and Texas.


Bentley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant.

Bentley informed Mike Davis, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $31,667 have been committed to the task force.
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