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Bentley Awards Grants to Combat Illegal Drugs in East Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded grants totaling $667,700 to combat illegal drugs and drug-related violent crime in four east Alabama counties.


The funding will support drug task forces in Chambers, DeKalb, Etowah and Marshall counties. The task forces conduct undercover operations to arrest and prosecute drug offenders, find and dismantle dangerous methamphetamine laboratories and assist with other violent crime investigations.
The grants are awarded to county commissions, which act as fiscal agents for the task forces.


“Illegal drugs are a destructive force that damage lives and communities,” Bentley said. “I commend the agents of these task forces for working to remove drugs and drug offenders from our neighborhoods.”


A $95,000 grant will help continue the operations of the Fifth Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force in Chambers County. The unit is a joint operation of the county Sheriff’s Department, the District Attorney’s Office and the police departments of Lafayette, Lanett and Valley. Local matching funds of $32,066 have been committed to the unit.

With a $200,000 grant, the DeKalb County Drug and Major Crimes Task Force will continue investigating all narcotics cases in the county. Representatives from the county Sheriff’s Office, the Fort Payne Police Department and the Ninth Judicial Circuit District Attorney’s office compose the unit. Local matching funds of $66,666 have been committed to the unit.


The Etowah County Drug Task Force will use a $220,000 to continue its operations and investigations. Formed in 2005, the unit comprises members of the District Attorney’s Office, the Etowah County Sheriff’s Office and multiple police departments within the county. Local matching funds of $73,333 have been committed to the unit.


A $151,500 grant will help the Marshall County Drug Enforcement Unit continue its operations. Agencies participating in the task force include the county Sheriff’s Office, the 27th Judicial Circuit District Attorney’s Office and the cities of Albertville, Arab, Boaz, Grant and Guntersville. Local matching funds of $50,500 have been committed to the unit.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available the state by the U.S. Justice Department. 
Bentley notified commission chairmen Wayne White of Chambers County, Ricky Harcrow of DeKalb County, Tim Choate of Etowah County and James Hutcheson of Marshall County that the grants had been approved.

--30--
